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“A Day For the Bay” in Stanley Park
By Bradley Por, Law II

On Sunday, October 17, hundreds of 
Vancouver residents and visitors gathered 
at Second Beach in Stanley Park to speak 
out against the expansion of crude oil tanker 
traffi c in Burrard Inlet. The rally, organized 
by environmental groups including the 
Wilderness Committee, No Tanks!, and 
Greenpeace, was held on both land and sea. 
In the park, events included speeches, mu-
sic, and dancing, while just offshore more 
than eighty boats gathered in a fl otilla to sail 
around the park and draw attention to the 
body of water all were there to protect.

The event’s organizers could not have 
hoped for better weather: the crisp and 
sunny autumn afternoon was perfect for 
showcasing just how beautiful Vancouver’s 
natural setting is and for strengthening 
citizens’ determination to protect it. Their 
concerns stem from an increase over the 
past few years in oil tanker traffi c departing 
Vancouver harbour, and from plans to ex-
pand this traffi c substantially to ship crude 
oil extracted from the Tar Sands in Alberta 
to foreign markets.

The shipment of Tar Sands crude oil 

through Vancouver began in 2007 without 
any public discussion or visible consulta-
tion process. Today, one or two crude oil 
tankers per week pass through Burrard Inlet 
from the Kinder Morgan loading terminal 
in Burnaby, but plans to expand capacity up 

to ten tankers per week are currently afoot. 
With the threat of an oil spill at the front of 
their minds, the rally attendees coalesced 
in (and beside) Stanley Park to protest this 
expansion, and to call on the federal gov-
ernment to enact a legislated oil tanker ban 

along the coast of B.C.
The plan to expand oil tanker traffi c 

on B.C.’s coast is driven by the desire of 
business interests in the province to get in 
on the Tar Sands cash cow, and to benefi t 
economically from the growing demand for 
petroleum in China, where much of the oil 
is headed. Proponents of tanker expansion 
highlight these fi nancial benefi ts, and say 
that environmental and safety concerns 
have been overblown since the advent of 
double-hulled tankers, which allegedly 
reduce the risk of a spill to next to nil.

Needless to say, many environmental-
ists and concerned citizens fi nd this uncon-
vincing. A 2005 report by the European 
Maritime Safety Agency dampened claims 
made about the safety of double-hulled 
tankers, stating that their introduction 
“would not be the panacea for prevention 
of future pollution from tankers at sea.” 
Earlier this year, on January 23 in Port Ar-
thur, Texas, a barge collided with the side 
of the Eagle Otome, a double-hulled tanker, 
spilling 11,000 barrels of oil. This incident 
is a timely indicator that while advances in 
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The Deep End of the Pool
Fall is the Best Time to CAN

By Eric Gauf  and Meera Jain, Law II

This month, we’re looking at the dark, 
scary future and talking about studying 
and exams in preparation for December, 
with words of wisdom from Eric Gauf 
and additional (better) advice from Meera 
Jain.  Meera managed to have meticulous 
notes and excellent marks, yet somehow 
also seemed to always be at events or up 
at Whistler.  We suspect that she’s actually 
twins. 

Eric:  Frankly,  Meera is far 
better at the studying process than me, so 
I’ll let her explain how she goes about creat-
ing CANs (condensed annotated notes, for 
those who haven’t picked up on law school 
cant), and then I’ll fi ll in any gaps, and a 
few in-case-you-slacked-off quick fi xes.  
While it seems early to think about exams, 
if you start sooner rather than later, you’ll 
be less stressed, and also, come December, 
I’ll be too busy cramming to bother wrting 
a column – you’re on your own after this 

one.

Meera: Last year, I wrote my own 
CANs because I found that it was more 
helpful to my studying process - I really 
don’t learn or process much from reading 
notes prepared by others.  I fi nd it helpful 
to go through readings and lecture notes in 
order to make my CANs, and if I am having 
trouble or want to make sure I have the right 
ratio I will check a fi nished CAN from the 
website.  First, I will make a really detailed 
CAN out of all the readings and lecture 
notes containing defi nitions, case briefs, 
fl ow charts, tables, etc. (some of them were 
close to 80-100 pages for the whole year, 
around 30-40 pages for fi rst term only), but 
at the end, I will make a really short CAN 
(5-10 pages depending on the class) that 
summarizes the tests or process that has to 
be followed as well as a case chart noting 
the area of law and ratio .  I fi nd that making 
CANs is the best study tool for me because 

Bedford v. Canada
By Jeanette O’Sullivan, Law II

On September 28th, 2010, in the case 
of Bedford v. Canada (2010 ONSC 4264), 
the Ontario Superior Court of Justice struck 
down three provisions of the Criminal Code 
of Canada relating to prostitution. The case 
is expected to reach the Supreme Court of 
Canada. In the meantime, the provisions 
remain in effect in Ontario, in exchange for 
an expedited appeal requested by the appli-
cants; this appeal could be held in as little 
as four months. The impugned provisions 
are sections 210, 212(a)(j), and 213(1)(c). 
These provisions criminalize owning or 
inhabiting a bawdy house, living off the 
avails of prostitution (i.e. “pimping”), and 
communicating for the purposes of engag-
ing in prostitution. 

The court held that the impugned pro-
visions violate section 7 of the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, in that they unjustifi -
ably violate the constitutionally protected 
right to liberty and security of the person. 
The focus of the applicants’ argument was 
on security of the person, and how the crim-
inalization of these actions makes it unduly 
diffi cult to safely engage in prostitution. 
The applicants, three women formerly and 
presently engaged in prostitution, submit-
ted that the right to security of the person 
is endangered by these provisions, and that 
the provisions’ objectives cannot override 
this right under section 1 of the Charter. 
They argued that the impugned provisions 
are overly broad, arbitrary, and grossly 
disproportionate to the legislative objec-
tives underlying them. The respondent, the 
Attorney General of Canada, argued that the 
applicants’ position is based on the faulty 
premise that engaging in prostitution is a 

constitutional right, and that prostitution 
is fundamentally dangerous, harmful, and 
socially undesirable. The Christian Fel-
lowship League, an intervener in the case, 
added that prostitution should remain stig-
matized, and the impugned provisions are a 
refl ection of fundamental Canadian morals 
rooted in a multiplicity of faiths. 

The court ultimately sided with the 
applicants, striking down all three provi-
sions for unconstitutionality. Justice Himel 
held that, in concert, the provisions fail the 
Oakes test for arbitrariness. While Himel 
J. did not fi nd the bawdy house provision 
in isolation to be arbitrary, she held that in 
combination, the provisions cannot be said 
to serve the legislative purpose of eradicat-
ing public nuisance. In addition, the combi-
nation of the provisions enhances risk and 
safety threats to prostitutes, which cannot 
be consistent with the legislative objective 
of protecting public health and safety. Thus, 
these provisions fail at the rational connec-
tion stage of the Oakes test. Even if the pro-
visions did not fail at this stage of the test, 
Himel J. found that the provisions fail at 
the minimal impairment and proportionality 
stages of the Oakes test for over-broadness 
and gross disproportionality.  Further, the 
provision dealing with communication for 
the purposes of prostitution was held to be 
unconstitutional for violation of freedom of 
expression (section 2(b) of the Charter) that 
cannot be justifi ed by the legislative objec-
tive of preventing public nuisance.

Justice Himel held that it is outside 
the role of the court to try to incorporate 
public “morality” within the Oakes test as 
a legislative objective, and that this case 
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By:  I. M. Mencken, Law II

The mood was tense at the LSS AGM 
on October 6th and the teeming throng 
of students was seemingly frothing at the 
mouth.  There was a hungry look in the eyes 
of the hundred students who turned out, 
but the force of their ire was masterfully 
harnessed by Chris Beneteau, VP Finance, 
and the budget was passed unanimously 
within half an hour.  Leading with his chin 
like an icebreaker relieving Iqaluit, Bene-
teau briskly fl ipped through Powerpoint 
slides and batted aside iceberg-sized ques-
tions like they were ice cubes.  Of course, 
the mood might have had more to do with 
the traditional LSS voter-turnout tactic of 
bringing in the pizza at the start of the meet-
ing and not distributing it until the budget 
has passed than it did with anything in the 
budget itself; but still, throwing together 
a Powerpoint and a spreadsheet takes an 
iron-fi sted Finance Offi cer.

 Emphasizing the increased ex-
penses and lack of revenue sources that 
are a result of the LSS’s current exile from 
the demolished Curtis High, Beneteau 
calmly laid out a modest austerity budget, 
with the total pot of money for clubs down 
to $18k from the traditional $25k.  The 
decrease was split equitably across all the 
clubs, with other adjustments based on the 
funding requests submitted by each club, 
and the crowd seemed to accept this logic.  
The renegotiated CSO transfer payment was 
briefl y explained, and the fl oor was opened 
to questions. 

 Beneteau was interrogated about 
small discrepancies in year to year club 

LSS Budgetary Tragedy: VP 
Finance’s Hot-tub Fund Axed

funding, and managed to subdue his tra-
ditional speaking manner and politely ex-
plainthe specifi c situations that had resulted 
in the various increases and decreases for 
the hockey teams, women’s rugby, and 
other clubs.  The budgetary supremacy of 
the Rubgy team was challenged, and while 
arguments were made putting forward the 
team’s role in the school’s social life and 
the wider legal community, the root cause 
was exposed as being the required insur-
ance policy for the team, necessitated by 
the law school rugby teams across Canada 
operating outside of the aegis of their 
various campus sports associations.  As 
an additional source of revenue, Beneteau 
appeared to have taken the innovative step 
of selling advertising space at the AGM, 
dropping a brief ad for fmylife.com into his 
presentation.

 As the question period drew to a 
close, Beneteau revealed,much to the dis-
may of the crowd,  that the real casualty of 
the budget shortage was the VP Finance’s 
hot-tub fund, Future hot-tub rights had 
become the de-facto currency at the law 
school, and at a stroke Beneteau had de-
stroyed that entire shadow economy.  Ladies 
swooned, bros raged, and the masses threat-
ened to revolt, but the mob was calmed by 
President Yun’s promise that she would 
explain what was meant by the suggested 
alterative, a “Gucci Party,” after pizza.  The 
budget passed unanimously, the pizza was 
devoured by the ravenous masses, and no 
explanation of the so-called “Gucci Party” 
was ever forthcoming.

Legal Community: The Battered 
Women’s Service Society

By A.M. Wegner, Law II

Generally, as individuals who speak 
English we are spared true feelings of isola-
tion, linguistically speaking. For us North 
America is a communication ‘safe haven.’ 
Even when we travel to our typical vaca-
tion destinations such as Mexico or Europe, 
we are saved by the inevitable likelihood 
that someone will speak English. Thus, 
it becomes increasingly diffi cult for us to 
truly understand how a language barrier 
can create complete separation from those 
around us. 

I received a taste of this condition while 
in a small city of Ping Yao in the Shanxi 
Province of China. I was out of money and 
desperate to fi nd a bank before we left the 
city later that evening. We were staying in 
the walled portion of the city, which con-
sisted mostly of tourist-oriented restaurants 
and souvenir stalls, so my travel companion 
and I ventured out into the main city. After 
walking aimlessly for approximately twenty 
minutes we popped into a hair salon to ask 
for directions. 

Upon entering, several women looked 
up at us, “Do you know where I can fi nd 
a bank?” I asked. They shook their heads 
and demonstrated that they did not under-
stand. 

“Bank?” I said again, ignorantly think-
ing my question might be clearer the second 
time around. However, again they shook 
their heads and indicated that they did not 
speak English. 

I will never forget that experience. No 
one we asked had any conception of what 
we were saying. Despite the short duration, 
and insignifi cant context, the experience 
was intensely isolating. What if something 
had happened? What if we needed help? 
What if we got lost? We truly had no way to 
communicate with the people around us. 

That day I understood why small chil-
dren have temper tantrums. The inability 
to communicate is a terrifying and exas-
perating experience. As adults, we take for 
granted that we can always ‘just ask’  and 
when that possibility is taken from us we 
become essentially helpless, resorting to 

hand gestures and signs, many of which do 
not translate across cultures.

My small anecdote is pathetically 
insignifi cant compared to the reality that 
faces new immigrants everyday. In my 
experience, I was afraid that I would not 
have enough money to buy souvenirs dur-
ing my trip, all the while being taken care 
of by a tour leader. Furthermore, I was 
wholly supported by the presence of my 
travel companion. We were able to share 
our worries, fears and inclinations about 
our environment. I expected and indeed 
required her support and friendship during 
that time. My experience is laughable when 
compared to the level of isolation experi-
enced by individuals trying to understand 
an entirely new culture, new people, and 
new expectations. This is especially true 
for immigrants attempting to navigate 
the justice system, a system notoriously 
unapproachable, even for native English 
speakers. The legal process would only be 
that much more challenging for a woman 
in an abusive relationship, truly without 
support or understanding. I cannot imagine 
the isolation I would have faced, had my 
travel companion been the source of my 
problems; if I had required the protection 
and assistance of strangers I could not ask 
for help. 

The Legal Advocacy Program avail-
able through the Battered Women’s Service 
Society, provides physically abused women 
a way to approach the Canadian legal sys-
tem. Taught in a variety of languages, this 
program creates an environment where 
women can learn about the justice system 
and how to be their own advocates, while 
providing support for their extremely dif-
fi cult home situations. This program works 
to assist women new to this country, to take 
away some of the many barriers presented 
to those who do not understand the language 
or the rules of their new surroundings. But 
more importantly this program seeks to 
make friends out of strangers. 

For information on this program, to 
volunteer or donate please go to the BWSS 
website at http://www.bwss.org/programs/
legal-advocacy/.

Competition for Admission 
Grows 

By Andrew Dilts, Law I

In any given year, competition for 
entrance to law school is tough.

Across Canada, thousands of hopeful 
applicants spend years running the gauntlet 
to get the best LSATs, undergraduate grades, 
extracurricular experience, and references, 
all in the hopes of receiving acceptance let-
ters from law schools of their choice. But 
for those hoping to get accepted in 2010, 
competition was harder than ever.

Last year, for entrance in 2009, UBC 
Law received approximately 1,700 applica-
tions for spots in its JD program. This year, 
that number increased to 2,188 – a jump of 
nearly 30%. Of those nearly 2,200 who ap-
plied for entrance in 2010, only 184 students 
entered the 1L class, or 8.4%.

The phenomenon is one being repeated 
across the country. Michael Lynk, Associate 
Dean of Law at the University of Western 
Ontario, noted in a recent Gazette story, 
“We received about 2,500 applications last 
year for 175 positions … we increased our 
intake by 12 to 15 students over the last two 
years, but our LSAT scores have actually 
gone up.”

Many see the increase in application 
levels as directly related to the current 
economic climate. Attempting to go to 
school, or back to school, can be an attrac-
tive option for those having trouble fi nding 
work. Certainly the economy is much more 
likely than other cultural factors, such as 
the increased interest in legal professions 
in the 1980s that was credited to TV shows 
like L.A. Law. 

In a recent Macleans article (aptly titled 
“Getting into law school is harder than 
ever”), UBC Law Associate Dean David 
Duff noted, “Job prospects for young people 
are not as good. One alternative is for young 
people to go back to school.”

Law schools are not alone. Application 
rates for other academic programs, includ-
ing MBA and doctoral (PhD) programs, 
have been at much higher levels than nor-
mal during the recent economic downturn. 
Historically, application rates for post-sec-
ondary institutions rise dramatically during 
periods of economic hardship, as happened 
in the early 1990s.

As for whether or not students enter-
ing UBC Law this year are affected by the 
competitiveness of their class, which has 
an average LSAT score of 163 and average 
undergrad GPA of 82%, it remains to be 
seen. They certainly are aware of the situ-
ation: on the fi rst day of law orientation 
in September, Dean Mary Anne Bobinski 
highlighted the entrance statistics in her 
welcome address. Some upper year students 
have commented that they would not want 
to be part of the current 1L class, anticipat-
ing increased competiveness of students in 
that year’s cohort. But, most 1L students 
don’t necessarily see it the same way.

“There are defi nitely some competitive 
people in the class,” noted one fi rst-year 
student, “but we expected that coming to 
law school. Really, we don’t have any point 
of reference to compare ourselves to, so we 
don’t know if we’re more or less competi-
tive than any other law class.” 

By Sarah Vefghi, Law I

At the beginning of the year I was 
having a heated debate in my mind about 
whether to take notes using my laptop or 
by hand. I hadn’t realized that it was such 
a controversial issue. Many students are 
extremely committed to one method or 
the other. There are compelling reasons on 
both sides.

While completing my undergraduate 
degree I never brought my laptop to class. 
I was comfortable using my pencil and a 
clipboard. The majority of my classmates 
used pencil and paper, and at most, a third 
of the class used laptops.  But now, taking 
notes by hand has become rare. I suppose 
the proliferation of laptops in the classroom 
is simply a sign of the changing times, and 
in an effort to keep up I had been using 
mine since the beginning of the school year. 
While there are certainly many advantages 
to using a laptop, I have since decided to 
abandon my laptop and go back to taking 
notes by hand.

The impetus for this was the fact that 
staring at a computer screen for most of the 
day strained my eyes. However, now that I 
am taking notes by hand I feel more free. I 
enjoy being able to easily draw diagrams or 
graphs, or scribble all over the page, rather 
than fi ddling with the “Insert” ribbon. So it 
seems for now I am on the pencil and paper 
side – but are there really “sides”?

Is there really a need to be strongly 
committed one way or the other? The main 
goal is to take notes, so as long as you have 
a record it does not matter if it is typed or 
written by hand. For some classes it might 
make more sense to use a laptop and for 
others to take notes by hand. Furthermore, 
it is largely a personal issue of determining 
what you prefer. Some methods work well 
for some, but not as well for others. 

Bottom line: don’t give into peer 
pressure – if you fi nd a method that works 
for you, go with that, regardless of what 
everyone else is doing. Don’t feel as though 
you need to make a defi nitive decision and 
stick with it for the next three years. There 
is defi nitely room to experiment and see 
what feels right for you.

Laptop vs. Pencil and Paper: 
What’s the Big Deal?
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By Christina Gray, Law I

If you’re like most students who are 
looking to spend less on the cost of tasty 
dishes, then Rhizome Cafe is for you. It 
is easy to pass-by because it’s situated 
across the street from Kingsgate Mall 
off Kingsway and Broadway. Once you 
do stop inside the restaurant you’ll be 
greeted by the own-
ers Lisa and Venetta 
and overcome by the 
menu board offering 
vegetarian, vegan, and 
meat-inclusive dishes. 
The menu selection 
and friendly demean-
or of the patrons and 
space is pleasantly 
welcoming.

I recently went 
to the Rhizome Café to 
support a benefi t for the Disaster Relief of 
Kingcome Inlet, a small community near 
Campbell River that was impacted by last 
month’s torrential rainfall. Local activists, 
artists, and community members com-
monly use the space for art shows, book-
launches, and benefi ts. This time it was to 
support this remote community who were 
forced to evacuate in September.

I enjoyed the quality of the cuisine 
at Rhizome Café. I ordered Four Cheese 
Macaroni, accompanied by a salad, which 
cost about $10. It’s one of the best home-
style mac’n’cheese dishes in Vancouver. 
The cheesy noodles topped with crispy 
breadcrumbs bring back the sentimental 

Miss Mom? Try Rhizome:
Affordable, Delicious 

feelings incurred by memories of afterschool 
snacks made by Mom. 

There is a wide-variety of selection to 
choose from made with fresh quality ingre-
dients. A few main dishes that are favorites 
among regulars are the miso rice bowl and 
tomato baked polenta. The coolest concept 
dish at the restaurant is the “Lentils are Ev-
erything” soup, which is a pay as you can 

– karma inspired item. 
Most of the plates are what 
people used to call “one 
square meal,” a little of 
something from (mostly) 
every food group.

This type of dining 
goes in-line with the gen-
eral return to comfort food 
in Vancouver restaurants 
over the past year. Saying 
goodbye to a few upscale 

restaurants as a result of the 
harder economic times. Since then we’ve 
seen the disappearance of a few beloved up-
scale epicurean institutions like Parkside and 
Fuel, which re-opened as more approachable 
diner-style restaurants offering comfort foods. 
Still, Rhizome Café beats the prices of such 
restaurants and manages to meet the bar in 
terms of quality and comfort.

It is a far cry from the upscale restau-
rants that have disappeared, and a return 
to a simpler more approachable restaurant, 
but the sentiment remains the same. Simple, 
fresh, and tasty dishes within a decent prince 
range.

By Jeanette O’Sullivan, Law II

March 2005 was the month I joined 
Facebook; a couple of girlfriends in my 
class informed me about it, and my unim-
pressed reaction was “great, an academic 
elitist version of myspace”. At this point, 
Facebook still excluded peasants from 
community colleges (kidding, kidding). 
Nonetheless, curious, I joined. My activity 
primarily consisted of joining “groups” 
such as the 11-member “Awesome Sauce 
Coalition of Solid People” and the much 
more popular “Who Needs Sex? U of T 
#%$*s me Everyday!”. I soon became 
addicted, overcome by feelings of social 
power and infl uence when my self-created 
group “I park illegally at UTM” garnered 
membership upwards of 50 people, few of 
whom I actually knew (Disclaimer: group 
was for entertainment purposes only; I 
admit to no unlawful activity). Little did I 
know at this point, nor did Mark Zucker-
berg, just how monstrous a social institu-
tion his website would become. In all of 
six years, it has transformed from an elitist 
network connecting Harvard University, to 
a massive social network for every average 
Joe in 207 countries.

“The Social Network” documents 
the rise of Facebook, and the story of its 
founder, the aforementioned Zuckerberg.  
Zuckerberg is played by Jesse Eisenberg, 
who does a fl awless job characterizing the 
anal-retentive, high-strung, preoccupied 
and sleep-deprived supergenius, whether 

or not this is an accurate representation. 
I attended the fi lm last Friday with my 
friend, who shook his head judgmentally as 
I consulted Facebook for BlackBerry during 
the opening credits. While I enjoyed “The 
Social Network”, it did not provide much 
of an escape from the trials and tribulations 
of law school. Large segments of the fi lm 
take place in a board room, fi lled with grey 
suits spewing up unprecedented quantities 
of legalese. I defi nitely wasn’t on a quest for 
an Intellectual Property review session on a 
Friday night after a couple beverages, but 
that’s apparently what I got. Dislike.

The fi lm focuses on the legal actions 
brought against Zuckerberg in relation 
to the development of Facebook. One of 
these actions is brought by a pair of snooty, 
sweater-vest wearing (but quite attractive) 
Harvard rowing-team twins, Cameron and 
Tyler Winkelvoss, who claimed intellectual 

property rights to Facebook. The twins 
had discussed the idea for Facebook with 
Zuckerberg, who agreed to help them code 
for the website. However, Zuckerberg did 
not, and then created Facebook on his own. 
The other legal action focused on was that 
brought by Zuckerberg’s best friend Edu-
ardo Saverin, the original CFO of Facebook. 
Saverin provided the fi nancial support to 
get Facebook on its feet. However, when he 
showed what was perceived as inadequate 
interest in the company, his share was un-
fairly diluted. Saverin is played by Andrew 
Garfi eld, who, in my opinion, does the best 
performance of all. The fi lm also focuses 
on Sean Parker, who co-founded Napster, 
the infamous fi le-sharing program with the 
trademark badass kitty cat. Parker assisted 
and advised Zuckerberg in the develop-
ment of Facebook, taught him to get his 
party on, and still holds a signifi cant share 
in the company. Justin Timberlake is quite 
convincing in his role as the suave, slick 
and slimy Parker. 

The most interested thing about “The 
Social Network”, for me, was not the law-
related content (shocking). Rather, it was 
the complete absence of anything resem-
bling a love story, or even hinting at one, 
throughout the fi lm (unless we consider 
Eduardo’s relationship with a crazy chick 
who sends 43 texts a day and lights things 
on fi re). In fact, it is remarkable that there 
is not a single developed female character 
in the entire fi lm; women only seem to fi ll 
roles as groupies and party accessories. 

Zuckerberg’s thoughts of companionship 
are snuffed out by his love for coding and 
computers, and the fi lm dwells on all that is 
material and consumable, but that never fi lls 
you: cash, cocaine, and alcohol. “The Social 
Network” is a fi lm that, for once, refl ects the 
truth about a lot of people’s worlds: love is 
not always there in the subtext as an under-
lying theme, a reality that is temporarily 
forgotten, or an ultimate goal. Sometimes 
it completely disappears. “The Social Net-
work” is a fi lm about numbers: how many 
members, how many colleges, how many 
countries, how crazy the settlements, and 
how much cash the jerk has acquired at an 
impossibly young age. It left me feeling 
pretty empty, and I think that must have 
been the intent. Even Zuckerberg, in the 
end, seems to realize that with 500 million 
friends, he is still missing one. 
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By Nora Bergh, Law I

After completing my fi rst ever memo 
(feeling: maybe relief, maybe fright but 
defi nitely fatigue.) so what better way to 
refresh my mind than eating cake. Evi-
dently mind is still able to logic. Excel-
lent!  I’m sure you’ve had a lot of crepes 
before maybe even made a few yourself 
but have you ever had a Crepe Cake?  If 
not, now’s your chance to learn. So what 
do you need, 9 eggs, 9 tablespoons sugar, 
9 tablespoons fl our, 1 ¾ cups milk, bit of 
olive oil, salt and a package of vanilla 
pudding. 

First step is the hardest. Separate the 
whites from the yolks, be careful not to 
get any yolk mixed in with the whites or 
they won’t fl uff well. The best way is to 
use a hard surface like the rim of a mug 
to crack the eggs. 

Add 3 tablespoons of sugar to the 
whites and beat with electric mixture until 
they fl uff and form peaks. 

Now add 6 tablespoons of sugar to 
the yolks along with the fl our and the 
milk. Beat a couple of minutes.

Very gently fold the whites without 
breaking them into the yolks. Use a plastic 
spatula, better than wooden spoon. 

Heat a few drops of oil in a pan. 
When it is hot enough pour in a bit of the 
crepe mix so each will be about 1/8 inch 
thick. Cook on medium heat until you see 
edges start to brown and bubbles begin to 
form. Now gently slide the crepe onto a 
fl at serving plate. 

Crepe Torte 
Yes, that’s with an “e”

Pudding: to be made ahead of time. Now 
here’s where you can cheat.  You can use 
instant pudding or regular it doesn’t matter. 
But make sure you allow for the pudding to 
cool before this step. 

As you are cooking your next crepe place 
drops of pudding on top of your fi rst crepe. 
You don’t want to be spreading it evenly 
about because you don’t want it to fl atten. 

Now slide the next crepe on top with 
fried part on bottom and uncooked on top. 
And press repeat until the last crepe. This one 
instead of sliding will be fl ipped so the cooked 
part is on top. Should make about 11 crepes. 
Sprinkle with icing sugar and store in fridge 
to cool a couple of hours. Invite over some 
other starving sleep deprived classmates and 
serve like a cake. 

Photo by Christina Gray

The Social Network: 500 
Million is the 

Loneliest Number
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Eric Gauf, Law II

 Technically, the Supreme Court 
did not actually mention mixed martial arts 
or the Ultimate Fighting Championship in 
its October 8th judgement in R. v. Sinclair 
(or in either of the shorter companion judge-
ments) but given that the spirit of the judge-
ment seems to be summed up by Justice 
Lamer’s dictum that “the investigation of 
crime and the detection of criminals is not 
a game to be governed by the Marquess of 
Queensbury rules,” (from Rothman v. The 
Queen, [1981] 1 SCR 640), the comparison 
seems apt. 

Compared to the quaint, polite 19th 
century rules for prize-fi ghting (boxing) 
that the Marquess endorsed, the UFC is an 
unrestricted brawl. The fi ghters are prone 
to cheap tricks and cock punches, and it 
is produced for a jaded and sophisticated 
audience.  By sophisticated, I mean they 
are well-learned in this particular area, 
tending to be knowledgeable about a range 
of martial arts and exposed to a steady diet 
of televised violence since early childhood. 
The majority judgement in Sinclair is like 
the UFC in that its primary concern appears 
to be with the efforts of knowledgeable, 
sophisticated criminals to thwart the pursuit 
of justice. Like a cage match, you now can-
not tap out of an interrogation by exercising 
your s. 10(b) right to counsel – once you’ve 
made that call, you’re in until one of you 
cries for mercy. Given that the police can 
rotate interrogators and can keep talking to 
you so long as you’re warm, hydrated, and 
lucid, the odds are not on your side.

 Writing for the fi ve-judge major-
ity, Chief Justice McLachlin and Justice 
Charron found that the Charter s. 10(b) 
right to retain and instruct counsel without 
delay did not include the right to have 
counsel present during interrogation, and 
was further limited such that following an 
initial consultation, the accused did not have 
the right to a second consultation unless the 
situation was such that during the investi-
gation a) new procedures were introduced 
that affect the accused, b) the legal jeopardy 
of the accused had changed, or c) it had 
become apparent that the fi rst instruction 
was defi cient. While the categories are not 
closed, they are quite narrow in application. 
The court was specifi cally concerned with 
the ability of an accused to interrupt an in-
terrogation in order to consult with counsel 
at the accused’s discretion. Justices LeBel 
and Fish dissented (and Justice Abella 
concurred with their dissent) and Justice 
Binnie issued a dissent on his own behalf. 
The majority emphasized that the s. 10(b) 
right to counsel should be read in tandem right to counsel should be read in tandem right to counsel should be read in tandem 

with the s. 7 right to silence, and that as the 
right to silence did not allow an accused to 
arbitrarily end an interrogation (per R. v. 
Singh, 2007 SCC 48), neither should the 
right to counsel.

 While the judicial dissents do an 
excellent job of arguing against the major-
ity’s position, there are two issues from the 
majority opinion that I want to highlight. 
The fi rst is the mismatch between the lan-
guage the court uses and the outcome that 
they reach, and the second is the awkward 
social context of the decision. In setting up 
the discussion the court emphasizes that 
confessions must be voluntary andthat the 
accused must make a free choice to co-
operate with the police; yet in their own 
recitation of the facts of the case, Chief 

Justice McLachlin and Justice Charron 
slip in the phrase “Eventually, Sgt. Skrine 
began to get the kind of answers he was 
looking for” (para. 11). Can a confession 
be truly voluntary if the accused comes to 
believe that the only way to make it end 
is to confess? While the RCMP may have 
adopted the Spanish Inquisition’s technique 
of giving the accused the comfy chair (see 
Monty Python’s Flying Circus, S02E02), a 
confession-focused interrogation , however 
politely conducted, is still highly likely to 
produce false confessions at least some of 
the time. The court had the luxury in Sin-
clair and Singh of deciding cases in which 
the defendant was almost certainly guilty 
despite any potential procedural errors and 
seems to have worked backwards from that 
guilt without much attention to the possibil-
ity that the same interrogation techniques 
might produce a false confession.

 The second issue I have is one of 
social context. While even Justice Binnie 
discards the idea of a right to have a lawyer 
present during interrogation and comments 
about the cost such a right would have 
for the legal aid system, in Sinclair the 
reason that he was only able to speak to 
his lawyer briefl y on the phone was in part 
monetary: Mr. Sinclair’s lawyer did not 

immediately attend the police detachment 
because he had not yet fi nished setting up 
the legal aid retainer. There seem to be three 
distinct types of criminals: those who are 
themselves ignorant of the law and reliant 
on legal aid, who will be ill-informed and 
only very briefl y advised; those who are 
not personally knowledgeable but who are 
wealthy enough to retain excellent counsel; 
and those who are personally (and malevo-
lently?) knowledgeable, regardless of the 
quality of counsel. The majority judgement 
explicitly situates itself in opposition to the 
third group, the personally knowledgeable 
accused, who it views as potentially pur-
posefully prolonging an interrogation in 
order to thwart an investigation. To set the 
standard that is to be used in all criminal 
matters based on the judges’ perceptions 
of the legal strategies of that thin minority 
of accused who are involved in organized 
crime seems to me to run counter to the 
much-vaunted “principles of fundamental 
justice.” This seems to be a signifi cant shift 
away from the idea, so often championed 
by Justice Sopinka, that it is better that the 
guilty go free than one innocent person be 
punished.

 To be fair to the court, this is a 
very complicated issue and it is very dif-
ficult to find a central balance between 
such hypothetical extremes as an innocent 
person who gave a false confession and a 
career criminal gaming the system. What I 
don’t understand is why, in light of all the 
prior jurisprudence embracing a case-by-
case fact-based interpretation of evidentiary 
issues, on this point the court has drawn a 
bold and defi nitive line in the sand. At least 
I can take comfort that I’m in good company 
– Justice Binnie is, if anything, even more 
perplexed than me.

By Christina Gray, Law I

Biking isn’t quite part of mainstream 
culture in Vancouver yet. But if Vancouver 
City Council has anything to say about it, 
then 10% of Vancouverites will be biking 
by the end of Gregor Robertson’s mayoral 
term. In the past two years, Council has ap-
proved numerous new bike lanes and paths 
that are making it easier for bicyclists to 
commute. In contrast, with the increase of 
separated bike lanes downtown there’s less 
room for cars and perceived risk of losing 
business as a result. The Hornby bike lane 
was the newest separated bike lane to be 
approved by City Council on October 5th.

Construction commenced on October 
8th and is scheduled for completion the 
week before Christmas. The 6-month trial 
bike lane costs 3.2 million and runs from 
one side of the downtown core to the other, 
connecting the east and west. 

Parking will continue on one side of 
the single-direction street and separated 
two-way bike lanes on the opposite side. 
This bike lane will see the disappearance of 
158 parking spots but 160 will be added on 
nearby Howe and Seymour Streets. There 
will be a single lane available for car-traf-
fi c alongside the bi-directional temporary 
bike lane. 

In an interview Arno Schortinghuis, 
the President of the Vancouver Area Cy-
cling Coalition, said that protected bike 
lanes were “shown to be the most desir-
able, [when] totally separated from traffi c. 
Protected bike lanes are at the very top. 
Lots of people don’t like to bike if they 
have to worry about cars being by, separate 
bike lanes like the Seawall are desirable. 
There’s research to back that up, the UBC 
Cycling In Cities group researched that 
quite a few years ago. [They found] that 
they protect about 30-40% population who 
bicycle. A very low percentage of people 
ride bicycles regularly because they fear 
[for their] safety”.

The creation of the bike lane is causing 
some dismay amongst downtown business 
owners. They are directly affected by the 
construction of the bike lane and are at risk 
of losing business from the loss of available 
street parking. 

The Vancouver Board of Trade also 
opposed the construction of the bike lane 
for several reasons. In a letter to the Mayor 
on September 22nd, chairperson Jason 
McLean, claimed that there wasn’t enough 
analysis of separate bike lanes, evaluation 
of alternative routes, and improper consul-
tation with businesses. 

Progress For 
Cyclists

cannot answer whether there is “a consti-
tutional right to sell sex”. Thus, we are left 
pondering the difficult policy consider-
ations relating to the potential legalization 
of prostitution. Professor Janine Benedet’s 
lecture on Friday October 15th provided  
deep insight into these issues. It forced 
students to consider whether prostitution 
is a “social inevitability”, whether prostitu-
tion can ever really be construed as a mere 
choice, the roles of gender, socioeconomic 
status and ethnicity in structuring “choices”, 
and the danger of sex becoming nothing 
more than a commodity that can be readily 
bought and sold in response to demand. We 
thank Professor Benedet for her thoughtful 
lecture.

From Bedford, page 1

SCC Approves UFC Approach to 
Interrogation

See Cyclists page 7

“Like a cage match, “Like a cage match, 
you now cannot tap out of you now cannot tap out of 
an interrogation by exer-an interrogation by exer-
cising your s. 10(b) right cising your s. 10(b) right 
to counsel – once you’ve 
made that call, you’re in 
until one of you cries for 
mercy.”



        

NOVEMBER 2010          100% Recycled Paper      The Legal Eye // 05

tanker technology and design may go some 
way to reducing the risk of a spill, they do 
not eliminate it. The increase of such risks 
that will come with more tanker traffi c on 
B.C.’s coast has elicited the calls for an oil 
tanker ban.

The introduction of massive crude 
oil tankers on the 
west coast marks a 
significant change 
in the economic and 
ecological history of 
the province. While 
ref ined gasol ine 
products have been 
transported through 
B.C. shipping lanes 
in relatively small 
quantities for many years, tankers ship-
ping Alberta oil to foreign ports carry up 
to 700,000 barrels of heavy crude, creating 
environmental risks that our region has yet 
to face on such a large scale. Burrard Inlet 
is a particularly risky 
route for oil tanker 
traffic, as vessels 
must pass through 
the Second Narrows, 
where there is less 
than 1.5 m clearance 
between the ocean 
fl oor and the ship’s 
keel, and only at high 
tides.

T h e  c o n s e -
quences of a spill in Vancouver’s busy 
harbour would be environmentally and 
economically devastating. As a result of 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico this 
spring, tourism is down 35 percent in some 
Gulf states, and it is estimated the region’s 
tourism industry could lose $7.6 to $22.7 
billion over three years. In the Gulf Coast 
counties of Florida alone, economic losses 
resulting from the spill are estimated at $11 
billion. These fi gures demonstrate that the 
exalted fi nancial benefi ts of developing 
Vancouver into a major oil tanker port will 
be seriously undermined should something 
go wrong. And yes, if tanker traffi c expands 
exponentially as is proposed, so will the risk 
of something going wrong.

The people who gathered at the rally 
that sunny Sunday were there to oppose 
the increase of such risks to the local en-
vironment and economy. They believe that 
conservation of Vancouver’s spectacular 
natural surroundings brings economic 
benefi ts that crude oil tanker traffi c risks 
spoiling, as the fi nancial losses in the Gulf 
of Mexico, which are the result of drasti-

cally decreased tourism, demonstrate. More 
importantly, they were there to protect their 
home; an ecologically unique corner of the 
world that could be spoiled forever should 
its shores become the scene of a major oil 
spill.

They were also there to protect British 
Columbia’s north coast, which faces similar 
risks from oil tanker expansion. The North-

ern Gateway project, 
a proposal to con-
struct an oil pipeline 
from the Tar Sands 
in Alberta to B.C.’s 
coast, creating an 
oil tanker port near 
the city of Kitimat, 
is being strongly op-
posed by local First 
Nations groups, who 

see the project as an unwelcome intrusion 
on their traditional territory. Also opposed 
is the Union of British Columbia Munici-
palities, which recently passed resolutions 
against the pipeline and the tanker port.

 These projects 
place super, natural 
British Columbia in 
a tight spot: between 
the dirty oil of the 
Alberta Tar Sands 
and the insatiable 
demand for conven-
tional energy from 
the oil-importing na-
tions of the world. 
The rapid expansion 

of crude oil shipping that is currently un-
derway in the province has pressed those 
in opposition to become louder in voicing 
their concerns. Recent polls indicate that 
the people who showed up at the event in 
Stanley Park are representative of a very 
large segment of the province’s population: 
80 percent of British Columbians say they 
oppose oil tanker traffi c on the west coast. 
With this sort of support, we can expect the 
movement against oil tanker expansion to 
become more prominent and more persis-
tent in its demands.

Speaking at the rally, Rex Weyler, 
founder of No Tanks! and an icon from the 
early days of Greenpeace, stated that “crude 
oil tankers will no longer pass through 
Vancouver harbour without signifi cant op-
position.” The crowd assembled before him 
may have been basking in the sun on that 
lovely afternoon, but the genuine passion 
they showed for protecting their beautiful 
coast indicates that, come rain or shine, they 
will be back to join together and make good 
on that pledge.

it forces me to engage in the material and 
really understand each case.  In addition, 
by organizing the material in my CANs, I 
am able to see how the different cases relate 
to each other or how the different concepts 
relate to one another. 

Eric: For about half of my 
courses, I made my own CAN from scratch, 
and for the others, where there was one 
available that I liked the style of, I’d read 
a section, read the CAN, and then edit it to 
refl ect any difference in how I understood 
the situation.  If you have good notes from 
a class during the semester, you’ve got a 
good base to work from, but if your notes 
are crap (like mine), working from a past 
CAN might save you – it might also be 
wrong or invalid, so keep an eye open for 
new cases in the course material.

Meera:  I 
somewhat regret that 
I didn’t keep with 
readings and work-
ing on my CANs 
throughout the year 
but I did it all right 
before the exams.  
On the one hand, 
the information was 
fresh in my mind so 
that was good, but it 
was stressful to have 
to cram everything in 
a short period of time.  In terms of stress 
management it is a good idea to work on 
CANs throughout the year, but its not the 
end of the world if you don’t get to them 
until close to exams.  I will always suggest 
maintaining a good work-life balance, i.e. 
go out, socialize, play sports, do extra-cur-
ricular stuff because that will make you 
less stressed and an overall happier person 
which matters more than grades!

Eric: I also can’t emphasize 
enough how important balance is to your 
overall productivity.  Get up, go for a run, 
a swim, a bike ride, a quick tumble with a 
consenting non-spousal sex mate (or hell, 
spousal, if you’re that lucky).  Endorphins 
are your friend. 

Meera: As for group studying, 
I don’t like the idea of dividing stuff up, 
for the most part, because I like reading 
everything myself and thinking about it 
myself.  Generally I will try to prepare my 
CANs and prepare individually for exams, 
and after that meet up with people to discuss 
cases or go over the outline or past exams 
- group studying is really helpful because 
you get a lot of different perspectives and 
people can point to things that you didn’t 
notice or correct you or help sort out confu-
sion, but it’s really only benefi cial if you are 
adequately prepared and can contribute to 
the group!

For me, its important to go to class 
because I learn from listening.  Often I don’t 
do the readings before class but fi nd that 
it’s easier to read them after the class, once 
I have an understanding of the important 
parts and what to look for (but it depends 
on the class) - this method also takes away 
from your ability to participate meaning-
fully in class discussions.

Eric: Meanwhile, I read before 
class, because I’m a horrible listener, and 
get a lot more out of class by participating 
in classroom discussions.  In part, this is 
because I have a short attention span and 
like the sound of my own voice.  Was that 
a squirrel?  When it comes to group study 
efforts, I did fi nd discussing sample exams 
with classmates useful after I’d done some 

initial preparation, but I’m also someone 
who has to read it themselves fi rst.  That 
said, there’s a group of people in our year 
who seemed to do very well with a study-
group system, so if it works for you, go for 
it.  That’s actually really the key here:  we 
all learn differently, and if you know how 
your head is wired, do that, but if you’re 
struggling, this is really just a collection of 
suggestion – try one, try a few, try them all, 
but change something.

Meera:  December Exams:  Take them 
seriously! They are a great practice tool 
and might help your grade in the end, as 
while they only count if you do better than 
your eventual April exam, it’s nice to have 
that ace if you need it.  I would fi nish my 
CANs for the exam a few days before and 
then the day before I will prepare my short 
CAN/ summary.  I read my CANs a few 
times before the exam - even if its open 

book, you don’t 
have time to learn 
the material during 
the test.  You should 
be familiar with the 
material and refer-
ence the CANs for 
details, but should 
know what you are 
looking for in the 
fact pattern.  Avoid 
cramming the night 
before when you 
can - being stressed 

out and sleep deprived 
will not help!   During the exam, try and 
stay organized and plan your time ahead.  If 
people have trouble sleeping then I suggest 
melatonin (natural, non-prescription) - try it 
before the exam period though because you 
might be groggy in the morning, but it does 
help you fall asleep.  I’d suggest that you 
read through past exam answers if they are 
available, because they will give you an idea 
about how to write a law exam.   Also, try 
and keep your answers organized as much 
as possible, and use headings! 

Eric:  On the exam, organization is 
key.  Take the time to sketch an outline 
and collect your thoughts.  I also strongly, 
strongly advise that you write point-fi rst:  
summarize your answer in the fi rst para-
graph or two, then explain each element in 
detail.  This can save you if you run short 
of time – even if you haven’t got all of the 
details down, you’ve at least shown the prof 
that you knew where you were supposed to 
be going.  I can also confi rm the futility of 
trying to learn the material from your CAN 
during the exam.  Oh, and when we say to 
take the exam at least somewhat seriously, 
we mean it.  While drawing a polar bear as 
your answer may seem like a lot of fun, it 
also tends to set you up for long chats with 
earnest members of the administration in-
quiring about your mental health.

Actually, that makes a great segue into 
the next point: the administration actually 
seem to care.  If you’re having problems, 
be it an insignifi cant ex who decided that 
dumping you during exams was a classy 
move, sleep issues, attention issues, ad-
diction issues, or a sudden unexpected 
pregnancy, the people at the school have 
seen it before (actually, two of those are 
from personal experience, and the others 
represent good friends).  There is help 
available.  Go see the doctor, go talk to 
Kaila Mikkelson, talk to your parents, your 
friends – just don’t bury things and let them 
fester.  The December exams can be stress-
ful, but unfortunately you ain’t seen nothin’ 
yet.  Get things moving towards being fi xed 
now while it’s still a dry run.  And on that 
happy note, good luck, and I’ll see you at 
the bar.

Like this, but with Knowledge

By Sarah Vefghi, Law I

When was the last time you picked up 
a good book? I don’t mean a textbook (not 
that those can’t be good) but a book book; 
a novel, a work of fi ction. Something you 
read because you wanted to, not because 
you had to. No, Us Weekly does not count. 
If you are anything like me, it was when 
classes started.

Many of you have probably read Moby 
Dick. I started reading it in late August, 
and didn’t look at it for about two months. 
However, I fi nally cracked it open again 
last night. What a joy! It is easy to forget 
how much fun reading can be when we are 
required to do so much of it. It is awfully 
tempting to catch up on the latest Hol-
lywood gossip or spend hours watching 

YouTube videos of cats who hate Nickel-
back after reading a 107 page case. There 
is nothing wrong with that! But don’t give 
up reading for pleasure. A wise professor 
in my undergraduate program emphasized 
the importance of reading novels. It helps 
improve our writing style.  Students under-
standably think that they are reading enough 
when they are in school. It is true that you 
are reading a lot. Textbooks are extremely 
important and convey necessary informa-
tion, but they are not designed to help us 
become fantastic creative writers.

So if you’ve been feeling guilty about 
neglecting that Brontë or Dickens novel 
since September 7th, dust it off this week-
end and give it a good read. You’ll be glad 
you did! With any luck, I’ll fi nd out what 
Captain Ahab is up to before May 2013.

Reading for Fun: The Law 
Student’s Forbidden Pleasure

From Tankers page 1 From Canning page 1



        

NOVEMBER 2010          100% Recycled Paper      The Legal Eye // 06

Career Services Offi ce: 
New Associate Director, 

Jennifer Lau
By Jennifer Lau

Greetings from the new Associate 
Director! By the time that you read this 
article, I will have been in this position for 
a whopping seven weeks. I am delighted to 
be a part of the Career Services Offi ce and 
am looking forward to working with UBC 
Law students and alumni as they navigate 
their way towards their dream job. You 
can read all about my life before the CSO 
as well as my wonderful colleagues atEr-
ror! Hyperlink reference not valid.. Shiny, 
polished biographies can only convey so 
much though, so here are some answers 
to the questions that I hope have not been 
plaguing your minds as of late:

• Are you really the “Jenn Lau” of 
the “Jenn Lau CANs”?  

Indeed I am. While I am mildly en-
tertained by my academic fame, I’m also 
a little distressed that students might be 
relying too much on my CANs. Trust me 
– the law of evidence has changed since 
I took it in the fall of 2006! In any event, 
I’m glad that I was able to help, and I’m 
hoping that the current students will step 
up, revise and rebrand those CANs, and 
willingly share them with their classmates. 
Law school is a long, hard journey. My 
journey was made easier with the support 
of my classmates, and I hope that you will 
be equally supportive of yours.

• What’s with the weird circus ob-
session? 

I started training in circus arts after 
law school ended in the summer of 2008.  
I was looking for non-law hobbies and 
fi gured what better way to destress than 
to swing from a trapeze 20 feet in the air?  
My technique was pretty wretched at the 
beginning, but I stuck with it and now I 
train once a week in swinging trapeze and 
aerial silks at the Vancouver Circus School 
in North Vancouver.  Circus has taught me 
so much about working hard, letting go of 

my inhibitions, and trusting myself and oth-
ers.  Beginners are more than welcome and 
there’s even a small group of current and 
former lawyers training at the school – we 
call ourselves the Leaping Legals!  

• Why did you leave your big fi rm 
to come and work at UBC Law?

When I went to law school, I didn’t plan 
to be a lawyer.  I barely knew what lawyers 
did!  After returning to Canada from work 
and graduate school in the United States, 
however, I knew I had to learn more about 
the law if I was going to “change the world”.  
I had previously pursued a career in post-
secondary student services, but knew that I 
needed more life experience before I would 
be an effective advocate and counselor for 
– well, anyone. The law can be intoxicating, 
however, and after my fi rst LSLAP court 
appearance in November of my fi rst year 
of law school, I thought, “This isn’t so bad 
– and in fact, it’s almost fun.”  I ended up 
clerking at the British Columbia Supreme 
Court for an amazing set of judges and 
followed the “traditional” path of articling 
at a large downtown fi rm before practicing 
for a short time as a civil litigator.  While 
I ultimately decided that that life wasn’t 
for me, I don’t regret the path I took for a 
second. I used to say when I was a law clerk 
that I had the best law job in the world. In 
my current position, I am happy to report 
that I have the best non-practicing law job 
in the world – for me. Law school – and yes, 
being called to the bar – can open doors for 
you, but only you can decide whether those 
doors are the right ones for you. Lawyering 
is not the only career option made possible 
by law school. Stay true to yourself, self-as-
sess, and constantly evaluate whether what 
you are doing is right for you – or as my 
mother once told me, fi gure out what you 
like to do and then fi gure out how to make 
money doing it. If you would like some 
guidance along the way, please feel free to 
make an appointment on Symplicity to meet 
with Pam, Tracy or I. 

Clerking Information

If you are interested in applying for a Canadian Clerkship, note that ap-
plication deadlines range from November to February.  

Please see the Judicial Clerkships 2012-2013 handout on Symplicity which 
contains information about the application process, interview preparation, ap-
plication deadlines, and names of former clerks.  

Various courts will be attending UBC Law to present information sessions 
for interested students. Watch for emails from Career Services for more infor-
mation and don’t forget to check the Job Postings and Events on Symplicity. 

We welcome the opportunity to review your clerkship application materi-
als. Students may book an appointment with a member of the CSO team on 
Symplicity.

Upcoming CSO Events (all 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.)

• Nov 2: Public Interest Day and Panel
• Nov 5: Rural Education and Access Initiative (“REAL”) Info Session
• Nov 16: International Internships Info Session
• Nov 18: BC Courts Clerkship Info Session
• Nov 29: Federal Courts Clerkship Info Session

Get in touch with Career Services

All roads lead to Symplicity (www.ubclawcareers.com).  If you do not 
have a Symplicity login, email careers@law.ubc.ca so that you can access our 
Document Library, review job postings, upload your resume, and make ap-
pointments with Pamela Cyr, Jenn Lau or Tracy Wachmann. We look forward 
to helping you with your job search!

Summer employment 
outside of the big fi rms: It 

really does exist!  
By Jennifer Lau

You may have recently swerved around 
a nervous-looking suited-up second year 
student (2L) who was frenetically popping 
breath mints and muttering about practice 
areas and “fi rm culture”. 

Many 2Ls have just completed inter-
views for summer positions at the larger 
Vancouver, Calgary and Toronto firms. 
However, only 25 to 30% of 2Ls at UBC 
Law secure summer positions through this 
highly competitive process. Jobs at the 
larger law fi rms for 1Ls are virtually non-
existent in Vancouver, and are even more 
diffi cult to obtain in Calgary and Toronto.

So what do 1Ls and 2Ls do with their 
summers?  Here is a sample of some previ-
ous employers of 1Ls and 2Ls:

• UBC Faculty of Law (i.e. research 
assistant, orientation coordinator, develop-
ment assistant)

• Internships (i.e. United Nations, 
Pivot Legal Society);

• Private organizations (i.e. Best 
Buy Canada, LexisNexis Canada);

• Government organizations (i.e. 
WorkSafe BC; Health Employers Associa-
tion of BC)

• Professional associations (i.e. 
Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of BC)

• Public Interest Groups (i.e. LSLAP, 
BC Coalition to Eliminate Abuse of Seniors, 
West Coast Environmental Law, Alliance 
for Arts and Culture, BC Law Institute)

The Public Interest Work Placement 
really does exist!  

The Public Interest Work Placement 
really does exist!  

Project will also fund six summer 2011 
positions for UBC Law students.  These 
positions will be posted in late February or 
early March 2011.  Summer 2010 organiza-
tions included the BC Coalition of People 
with Disabilities and the Philippine Women 
Centre of BC.

There will also be approximately 20 
summer 2011 positions available at law 
fi rms in smaller BC communities through 
the Rural Education and Access to Lawyers 
Program (www.realbc.org).  

For more information, please see 
the Summer Employment after First and 
Second Year handout and visit the Job 
Postings on Symplicity. Take the time to 
self-assess, evaluate your current experi-
ence, and look for a summer opportunity 
that develops and strengthens your skills. 
We encourage students to take initiative 
and contact smaller law fi rms, corporations 
and organizations with whom they would 
be interested in working this summer. It’s 
never too early to start thinking about your 
job hunt, but do remember that most em-
ployers do not hire summer students until 
February, March & April, so stay realistic 
when making contact.  

Students who are considering oppor-
tunities with public interest organizations 
should also refer to the Public Interest 
Opportunities and Public Interest Funding 
Options handouts and consider making an 
appointment on Symplicity to meet with 
Tracy Wachmann, our Public Interest Co-
ordinator.  

By Tracy Wachmann

Internships are an excellent way to 
explore a specifi c fi eld for a short period of 
time and “test the waters” before making a 
concrete decision about your career path.  
They are short-term, supervised work ex-
periences which usually relate to a student’s 
area of study.  You may want to consider 
applying for an internship if you are:

• looking to gain experience, as well 
as make contacts and network in a particular 
area of law

• wanting an alternative to summer-
ing or articling in a law fi rm

• looking to explore alternatives to 
completing articles and pursuing traditional 
legal practice

• motivated, open-minded and 
adaptable

Internship opportunities come in all 
shapes and sizes.  They can be full or part 
time; paid or unpaid; domestic or interna-
tional; with a private corporation, a gov-
ernment or a public interest organization, 

and can take place during the summer or 
throughout the year.  They offer students 
an opportunity to see how you fi t in with 
a particular organization or work environ-
ment and to meet and learn from people 
with experience in your area of interest.  

If you are interested in exploring in-
ternship opportunities, the Career Services 
Offi ce (CSO) can offer you the support and 
information you need to clarify the type 
of internship you would like and identify 
existing opportunities.  We can also offer 
assistance in creating an internship with 
an organization you would like to work for 
which does not have an existing internship 
program.  For more information, please 
see the Internship Opportunities handout 
available on the CSO website at www.ub-
clawcareers.com or make an appointment to 
meet with the Public Interest Coordinator, 
Tracy Wachmann.  Appointments can be 
made through the CSO’s website. 

Have You Considered an 
Internship?

See Internships page 7
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By Matt Stainsby, Law II

Law school, and the law profession as 
a whole, is all about collegiality.  Fostering 
relationships, making new friends and com-
pletely ignoring your schoolwork,are the 
cornerstones to a great fi rst semester.  What 
is the best way to achieve all of these goals?  
Many would say by attendingalcohol-fu-
elled events such as the  Boat Cruise, and 
the bzzr ups sponsored by ever-generous 
fi rms.  I, on the other hand, would put my 
money on the wonderful world of sports.  

Currently fi elding two teams in the 
Handley Cup Soccer League, our athletes 
have once again proven to be voracious 
competitors.  With a big win on Saturday, 
the Co-Rec Class Action squad pulled even 
on the season with a record of 1-1.  The 
Law Ladies have not been so lucky, and 
even with Mia Hamm-esque talent across 
the board, they remain 0-3.

The Barely Legal Dodgeball team has 
been, and I quote: “kicking ass and taking 
names,” but when facing off against teams 
with names such as Ball Meets World (oh 
TGIF), it is no wonder they have dropped 
a few games.  However, after winning 2 
games so far, they have surpassed their 
total from both semesters last year (Editor’s 
note: this is a blatant lie).  I’m expecting big 
things come playoff time.

You’ve Been Served is off to a To-
ronto Maple Leafstype start, posting an 
outstanding record of 4-0 in the Cross 
Volleyball League.  I’m already anointing 
them as the favourites to win it all, so let’s 
hope they  don’t disappoint.  I don’t think I 

A Little Less Talk and a Lot More Sports...Action
could handle another year of that. The Ad 
Coleum All Stars have been playing some 
very solid ball this year and are off to a 1-1 
start.  Their play has been reminiscent of 
the 1996 record-setting Chicago Bulls, or 
so they tell me, so hopefully they too can 
win it all.

Illegal Procedure has gotten off to 
a very slow start in the Point Grey Flag 
Football league.  Playing in their inaugural 
season, there was a lot of promise coming 
into the fi rst week.  However, the offence 
has yet to perform and as a result, they have 
fi red their offensive co-ordinator.  Halfway 
through the season, they are looking for 
a spark to change their momentum, and 
this could be just the thing to achieve that 
goal..

TBD has gotten off to a bit of a rocky 
start in Men’s Ball Hockey, but is poised for 
a big turnaround come playoff time.  With a 
few veteran defencemen backstopping the 
team, a tender who is regaining his form, 
and a plethora of danglers up front, they 
are ready to make a run for the cup that has 
eluded them the past two semesters.

In the Todd Ice Hockey League, Law 
Circus is off to (and I apologize for repeat-
ing this but it hasn’t happened in so long) 
another Leafs like start.  They have been 
dominating the competition in every facet 
of the game, en route to a 4-0 start.  Seri-
ous cup contenders for sure.  Law Eagles 
are also off to a great start, posting a 2-1 
record in Men’s Elite.  Plagued by injuries 
and a short bench, the Eagles dropped their 
last game, but have the talent and heart to 
go deep into the playoffs.

INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES!

The following are two examples of 
the many exciting international intern-
ship opportunities available to UBC Law 
students.   

United Nations Development Offi ce, 
Nairobi Kenya – The UNDP Somalia Coun-
try Offi ce, based in Nairobi, is looking for 
interns in various areas, including: constitu-
tion; local governance; and policy studies.  
The deadline for submitting applications 
for a 3 to 6 month internship is December 
31, 2010.  For more information please see 
the posting on the “job postings” board of 
the CSO website.

Centre for International Environmental 
Law Summer Internship - CIEL internships 
in Geneva, Switzerland allow students to 
gain experience in the fi eld of international 
environmental and international economic 
law.  Responsibilities of interns include 
researching and writing about areas of 
international law and policy; assisting with 
policy analysis and advocacy; attending 
meetings and conferences; assisting with 
the production of CIEL publications; and, 
otherwise working closely with CIEL staff 
on various public interest projects.  The 
deadline for summer 2011 internship ap-
plications is December 1, 2010.  For more 
information please visit the Public Interest 
Coordinator, Tracy Wachmann, located at 
Annex 1. Room 103-C (beside the LSLAP 
offi ce) or e-mail her at wachmann@law.
ubc.ca.  

International Internships with Private 
Firms – Make an appointment with Pam 
Cyr, Jenn Lau or Tracy Wachmann through 
the CSO’s website to fi nd out more infor-
mation about internships with private fi rms 
from Hong Kong, Singapore, China, and 
Colombia who may consider hiring UBC 
Law students for summer 2011. 

INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIP 
SEMINAR: 

November 16th at 12:45 p.m. in UCLL 
Room 174

This is an information session which 
will provide you with background informa-
tion about international internships.  Several 
students and Alumni who have recently 
returned from international internships will 
also share their experiences and answer 
questions.  

On Sunday Oct. 17, the Girls and Boys 
Touch...Rugby was a huge success.  The 
weather gods were oh so kind to those in 
attendance which made for a wonderful 
afternoon; not only of rugby, but of shirt-
decorating as well.  Really, what else can 
you ask for on a beautiful fall day?  After 
hearing rave reviews about the event, I am 
looking forward to the possibility that this 
becomes a weekly or bi-weekly tradition.  
Many thanks to the girls Rugby team for 
organizing this event.

To wrap up, the Illegal Beavers Rugby 
Team traveled to Edmonton from Oct. 1st to 
3rd to compete in the annual Western Law 
Tournament.  After travelling for 14 hours 
to get there, we had the bad luck of being 
scheduled for back to back games.  After 
taking down the University of Alberta 13-0 
in the fi rst game (or match, I’m not really 
sure what you call them in this ridiculous 
sport), we had a 15 minute rest before tak-
ing on the University of Calgary.  Calgary 
proved to be a much tougher opponent, and 
with fresh legs, they came out strong.  With 
two excellent goal line stops, we managed 
to hold them off early but were unable to 
capitalize on our own scoring chances.  The 
game ended in a 0-0 tie.  It all came down 
to a point differential, and after Calgary 
beat Alberta with a late half try, we were 
forced to leave without the trophy.  It was 
heartbreaking to know that after leaving 
the wonderful city of Vancouver, driving 
all the way to Edmonton, and not giving up 
a single point, we somehow did not retain 
our trophy.  Next year, next year.

The City of Vancouver released a report 
done by Mustel Group on September 26th. 
It showed that out of the 500 randomly 
interviewed over 56% of area visitors sup-
ported a protected bike lane on Hornby 
with 30% opposed. 47% of the respon-
dents were willing to consider cycling on 
Hornby if there was a protected bike lane. 
Out of that list, only 23% were in the area 
for shopping or for food related reasons. 
There weren’t any questions focusing on 
local businesses.

The Hornby lane is part of a bigger 
push coming from City Council to make 
biking more accessible to Metro Vancou-
verites and tourists. The City has committed 
25 million over the next 2 years to build 
55km of new bike lanes. This could be a 
result of longtime bike advocacy groups like 
the Vancouver Area Cycling Coalition, but 
is more likely from the leadership of Vision 
Vancouver on Vancouver City Council. 

By Keelen Simpson, Law I

The Indigenous Law Students Asso-
ciation competed in this year’s Longboat 
Race under the team name NDN Car the 
Third and was the only Law team to make 
it to the fi nals. With the superior steering 
skills of third year student Thomas Milne, 
NDN Car  won their fi rst race with  a time 
of 12m41s and advanced to the semi-fi nals. 
With Sunday’s fi rst race early in the day 
and the team, though restructured, still 
recovering from the day before, NDN Car 
managed to place 3rd, which was enough 
for advancement to the fi nals. Racing only 
three hours later, they fi nished last with a 
time of 13m59s, approximately two minutes 
later than the winning team.

Back row: Claire, Libby, Krysta, Keelen, Mina, Dave, Derek
Front: Tom, Troy

Photo by Keelen Simpson

UBC Rec Day of the Longboat

By Keelen Simpson, Law I

The 1st Annual Boys & Girls Touch 
Rugby game was held on  October 17th. 
Thirty-fi ve law students came out to take 
part in an afternoon of touch rugby. With 
more females than males present several 
games with mixed teams took place. The 
fi nal try was one of the best of the day and 
scored by none other than Joanne Tsang 
of the UBC Law Women’s Rugby team. 
There was no fi nal winner, but the weather 
was great and everyone had a good time. 
Big thanks from the Fighting Rhinos to the 
Illegal Beavers for helping to make this 
event a success!

Photo:
Scott, Sarah, Roni, Stacey, Meera, 
Claire, Danielle

Photo by Keelen Simpson

UBC Law Rugby
From Cyclists page 4
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2

CFLS Lecture: Interna-
tional Gender-Based 

Crimes
12:30 - 1:30 PM

UCLL 107

Public Interest Envi-
ronmental Panel
12:45- 1:45 PM

UCLL 174

3

CLFS Peer Support Drop-
In Session

12:30 - 1:30 PM
UCLL 172

4

Keynote Speaker/
Panel for Public Inter-

est Day
12:45 - 1:45

UCLL 174

5
Coffee, Donuts, 

and Fruit with the 
Faculty

10:30 - 11:30 AM
UCLL Social Space

Summer 2011 Oppor-
tunities in Smaller 
BC Communities
12:45 - 1;45 PM

UCLL 174

Faculty Colloquium: 
Critical Theory and 
Aboriginal Rights

3:00 - 4:30 PM
UCLL 176

6

7
Daylight 
Savings 

Time

8 9
Academic Success Lec-

ture: Exam Tips
12:30 - 2:00 PM

UCLL 101

CLFS Lecture Series: 
Peace and Security

12:30 - 1:30 PM
UCLL 107

10
Career Services Office 

Drop In
12:30 - 1:30 PM

UCLL 176

CoRe Clinic: Borderline 
Personality Disorder and 

DR
4:30 - 6:00 PM

Singleton Urquhart LLP

11
REMEMBERANCE 

DAY

12 13

14 15 16
International Inter-
ships Session with 

Professor Perrin
12:30 - 2:00 PM

UCLL 174

17
A New Discourse Theory 
of the Firm After Citizens 

United
12:30 - 1:30 PM

UBC Robson Square, 
HSBC Hall

CLFS Peer Support Drop-
In Session

12:30 - 1:30 PM
UCLL 172

18
Academic Success 

Lecture: Exam Tips
12;30 - 2:00 PM

UCLL 174

BC Courts: Clerking 
Information Seminar

12:30 - 1:30 PM
UCLL 101

Law and Society 
Speaker Series: Law 
Reform for Lesbian 

Mothers
5:00 - 6:00 PM

College Coach House

19
Coffee, Donuts, 

and Fruit with the 
Faculty

10:30 - 11:30 AM
UCLL Social Space

Faculty Colloquium:
Coordinating 

Compliance with 
International Trade 
and Human Rights 

Standards
3:00 - 4:30 PM

UCLL 176

20

21 22 23 24
CLFS Peer Support Drop-

In Session
12:30 - 1:30 PM

UCLL 172

The High Seas Fisheries: 
Scarcity and Redistribu-

tion in International Law
12:30 - 1:30 PM

Liu Institute, Multipur-
pose Room

Special Property Law 
Guest: Dr. Harvey M. 

Jacobs
1:30 - 3:00 PM

UCLL 174

25
J. Donald Mawhinney 
Lecture on Legal Eth-
ics and Professional-

ism
9:00 - 10:30 AM

TBD

The Centre for Global 
Environement and 
Natural Resources 
Law Guest Lecture: 

Dr. Harvey M. Jacobs
12:30 - 2:00 PM

UCLL 176

Law and Society 
Speakers Series: 

Should Feminists 
“Police” Culture? 

5:00 - 6:30 PM
UCLL 174UCLL 174

26 27

28 29
Federal Courts 

Clerking Informa-
tion Session: Mr. 
Justice Stratas of 

Federal CA
12:30 - 1:30 PM

UCLL TBD

30

Bulletin Board
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