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By Kelsey Thompson, LSS President, 
Law III

Ok so I know it couldn’t be any more 
obvious from the passé headline that this is 
my fi rst time writing a newspaper article, 
but the style magazines which have been 
enriching my mind on the beach all summer, 
have told me that what is old is new again 
(unfortunately this includes 80’s spandex)! 
I also wanted a real attention grabber for the 
article as it is my honour, on the behalf of 
the Law Students’ Society to welcome those 
who have just entered the halls of good old 
Curtis for the fi rst time, to welcome back 
the upper year students who are returning 
for another great year and to wish you all 
the best in the 2008-2009 school year!

The Law Students’ Society is the UBC 
Law faculty’s student government.  We are 
here to represent your interests, further your 
initiatives and ensure that your concerns 
are addressed -  this can even include your 
interest in not having to read any more of 
my articles. 

The best way I can think of to realize 
my lofty goal of representing this diverse,  
fun and intelligent body of students is to 
get to know you all and what makes you 

tick.  So please stop me in the halls, intro-
duce yourself and tell me what you want to 
experience while you are here at UBC Law 
and what I can do to make that experience 
better.  That said, there is no way I could 
keep this place running, let alone running 
well, without the support of some fantastic 
people who, what can I say, make me look 
good.  

Michelle Bourbonnais organised this 
year’s legal buddy program and deserves 
special thanks for all the hard work she has 
put into matching up fi rst year students with 
someone who can help guide them through 
their fi rst year, and of course provide them 
with the ever so important CANs (which 
fi rst years will soon learn about)! Michelle, 
if a career in law doesn’t pan out for you, 
you may have a career ahead of you at 
Lavalife.  I also want to thank all the upper 
year students for volunteering to participate 
and welcome our new students.

Further thanks and congratulations go 
to Rachel Ricketts for organising the 2008 
Orientation Week.  I know how much time 
Rachel has put into making this both a fun 
and meaningful week for all of the students, 
including the upper years, and I am sure this 
will be an Orientation Week to remember.

I also wanted to recognise the gen-
erosity of Krystle Gill for taking on the 
daunting task of organising the fi rst week 
book sale, which proves to be both a bargain 
shopping opportunity for students and a way 
for upper years to make some much needed 
cash after a summer of frivolous spending.  
Also, thank you Krystle for volunteering to 
edit the Legal Who (we need to talk though, 
because my picture looks like I came in 
second place in a shovel fi ght)!

Finally, to the rest of the LSS who 
have worked hard behind the scenes all 
summer and no doubt will continue to work 
hard all year to make sure we all have an 
enjoyable school year, I want to thank you 
for the dedication and hard work you have 
already contributed - especially for all the 

Kelsey Thompson

See Innocence Project page 2

By Tamara Levy, Director UBC Law 
Innocence Project, and Andrea Hayes, 
Law III 
Wrongful Convictions in Canada

Since 1964, post-conviction review 
work has uncovered over 25 cases of 
wrongful conviction in Canada1. While not 
as dire as in the United States where over 
300 exonerations have occurred within the 
same time period, the problem of wrongful 
convictions in Canada is signifi cant enough 
to question whether frailties in the justice 
system have lead to other yet undiscovered 
cases. 

Such concerns are substantiated by 
the fact that since the Innocence Project’s 
commencement, 5 additional wrongful 
convictions have been identifi ed in Canada: 
Erin Walsh, William Mullins-Johnson, 
Stephen Truscott, Robert Baltovich and 
Anthony Hanemaayer. Mistaken eyewit-
ness identifi cation, unreliable testimony 
from unsavory witnesses and misguided 
or erroneous expert opinions are problems 
faced by criminal justice systems across 
the globe.   
Innocence Projects Worldwide

The Innocence Project at the UBC 
Faculty of Law engages the talents and en-
thusiasm of law students who are selected 
to participate in the Project to review claims 
of wrongful conviction in British Columbia. 
Following the lead of the Osgoode Hall Law 
School Innocence Project (1997) and the 
more recently created McGill Innocence 

Project (2006), the UBC Law Innocence 
Project was created and began accepting 
applications in 2007. It is the third such 
Project in Canada and the fi rst in Western 
Canada; it is one of approximately 70 In-
nocence Projects or post-conviction review 
organizations worldwide. 
Project Development

The initial concept for the program 
resulted from a joint research effort initi-
ated in the summer of 2005 by law students 
Eleana Swift and Owen Elliot, Professor 
Nikos Harris, lawyer Jeff Campbell and 
adjunct Professor Tamara Levy. Following 
a year and half of development, Professor 
Harris presented the program proposal to 
the Curriculum Committee at the Faculty 
of Law. Shortly thereafter the Project was 
contacted by the Leon Judah Blackmore 
Foundation, a Canadian foundation in-
terested in providing the seed-funding. 
Although less than one year has passed 
since applications were fi rst accepted, the 
program now has approximately 20 cases 
at various stages of review.
Project Mandate and Eligibility

With the guidance of practicing crimi-
nal lawyers, law students have the opportu-
nity to review a serious criminal case from 
the original investigation to its fi nal appeal. 
The student’s role is to study an applicant’s 
fi le and, if necessary, conduct further inves-
tigation to determine whether the claim of 

UBC Innocence Project 
Moves into its 2nd Year

The First Two Months 
of First Year

What You Have to Look Forward To
By: Ted Murray, Law II

September:
In fi rst week you can expect a nice 

bag of swag (courtesy of a bunch of big 
corporate law fi rms); lots and lots of free 
food (also courtesy of a bunch of big cor-
porate law fi rms); a slightly lesser amount 
of free alcohol (you may be picking up on 
a theme by now).

In second week, you’ll realize that 
though you thought law school was going 
to be a big step forward for you, in fact, 
we’ve sent you back to Junior High.  You’ve 
got a locker.  You’ve got a homeroom.  The 
administration assigns your timetable and 
chooses your classes for you.  Oh well, 
maybe if you’re lucky that cute boy in 
your small group will ask you to the Spring 
Semi-Formal.

On a happier note, you’re going to 
quite possibly the only law school in North 

America where all fi rst years have Mondays 
off.  So, whenever you might feel like grum-
bling, keep that in mind.

Another highlight of second week 
is getting whupped upside the head with 
your fi rst law school assignment: Property 
Case Brief #1.  You may feel tremendously 
anxious about this.  You really shouldn’t, for 
two reasons: fi rst, this assignment is worth 
5% of your grade in Property.  That makes 
it only 0.7% of your overall average for the 
year.  If you do a great job, you’ll get a 4.5.  
If you do a terrible job, you’ll get a 3.  That 
would amount to a 0.2 difference in your 
GPA for the year.  Second, it’s not that much 
of an assignment at all.  Every book writ-
ten about law school says you should brief 
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wrongful conviction has enough merit to 
warrant an application to the Minister of 
Justice for a post-conviction review. If the 
case has suffi cient merit, the fi le is turned 
over to a lawyer outside the Project who 
will represent the applicant with the contin-
ued assistance of a Project student. 

Claims of wrongful conviction are 
eligible for review by the Project only if 
the applicant claims to be 
“factually innocent” 
of the convicted of-
fence - the applicant 
must claim that he or 
she did not commit the 
offence for which he 
or she was convicted. 
The applicant may 
claim to have been 
misidentified or that 
the physical act un-
derlying the offence 
did not occur (e.g. an 
applicant convicted of 
strangling where the 
victim is later found to 
have choked). Cases 
in which an applicant 
admits to committing 
the act but alleges a 
legal defence, or cases 
in which an applicant claims to be guilty 
only of a lesser-included offence are not 
considered, nor are cases in which an ap-
plicant may have a legal defence under 
the Charter.
Student Participation

The Project includes both an academic 
and a clinical component. The academic 
component consists of a one-term, weekly 
seminar, “Preventing Wrongful Convic-
tions and Miscarriages of Justice,” which 
reviews the roles of professionals work-
ing in the criminal justice system (crown, 
police, defence, experts, etc.) and the main 
areas of evidence which have led to wrong-
ful convictions. The clinical component of 
the Project spans both terms and includes: 
(i) attending weekly meetings with the 
group, the director, a mentor lawyer and 
frequently, a guest speaker; (ii) spending 
two hours per week in the Innocence Proj-
ect offi ce; (iii) doing assigned casework; 
and (iv) attending monthly meetings with 
an assigned criminal lawyer/mentor to dis-
cuss the student’s case(s). Students receive 
3 credits for the seminar and 3 credits per 
term for the clinical component for a total 
of 9 credits. 

Over the course of the year, students 
are expected to particpate in the above 

“Although people work-“Although people work-
ing in the justice system ing in the justice system 

do their best, it is a do their best, it is a 
human endeavour. Like human endeavour. Like 
every human endeavour, every human endeavour, 
criminal justice will have 

its share of mistakes. 
What is important is how 

we respond to the 
mistakes.”

- The Right Honourable Bev-
erly McLachlin, P.C. Chief Justice of 
Canada, Atlantic Courts Education 
Seminar, November 1, 2007

Summer Fun with the 
UBC Alma Mater Society

By: Clare Benton
Come May, most UBC students fl ee the 

university campus swearing never to return, 
or at least not for another four months.  The 
UBC Alma Mater Society (AMS) Student 
Government, however, battles on.  The 
AMS is one of the largest student unions 
in Canada, representing over 40,000 gradu-
ate and undergraduate students as well as 
administering a budget of more than 12 
million dollars.  Meeting every three weeks 
over the summer months, the AMS Student 
Council, consisting of representatives 
from every faculty on campus, continue 
to allocate funds, pass motions and debate 
the policies, priorities and activities of the 
AMS.  This past summer was no different, 
as the AMS Student Council dealt with 
a number of hotly debated issues, which 
hold much signifi cance for UBC students 
and their student government.  Four of the 
most noteworthy issues addressed by the 
AMS Student Council this summer were 
the renewal of the Student Union Building 
(SUB), the creation of equity representa-
tives, the review of the AMS Student Court 
and the endorsement of InSite.

Initiated by the AMS Referendum in 
March 2008, the AMS entered into negotia-
tions with the university regarding the new 
SUB, which is slated to begin construction 
in 2012.  In July, the AMS Student Council 
approved a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the AMS and UBC, in which the 
AMS pledged to contribute $85 million to 
the new SUB, the single largest donation in 
UBC’s history.

As a step towards eliminating harass-
ment and discrimination on campus, the 
AMS Student Council passed a motion 

requiring that equity representatives be 
appointed for every AMS group and AMS 
event.  The role of the equity representa-
tive is to accept equity complaints and 
facilitate resolutions to such equity issues 
which may arise within AMS groups and 
at AMS events.

Spurred by controversy surrounding 
the AMS Student Council’s decision not to 
accept a ruling of the AMS Student Court 
in March 2008, the AMS Student Council 
authorized the AMS Oversight Committee 
to coordinate a constructive review of the 
Student Court.  The review is intended to 
examine the current structure of the Student 
Court and its relationship with the AMS.

Taking a stand against the tragic conse-
quences of drug addiction, the AMS Student 
Council passed a motion to support InSite, 
Vancouver’s Supervised Injection Site.  The 
motion calls on the Government of Canada 
to allow InSite to operate as part of a com-
prehensive plan to address drug addiction 
in Vancouver.

The AMS Student Council meets every 
two weeks during the school year, and will 
continue to debate and pass motions on is-
sues affecting UBC students.  Meetings are 
open to students, and begin September 10.  
On a more celebratory note, the 25th Annual 
AMS Welcome Back BBQ will be taking 
place in McInnis Field on Friday, Septem-
ber 5 from 2pm-8pm.  The Welcome Back 
BBQ is going back to its humble roots this 
year, with local bands and DJs, free entry 
and plastic pints of ice cold beer.  While few 
tend to remember attending the AMS Wel-
come Back BBQ, the slew of plastic cups 
littering the fi eld at the end of the evening 
speak for themselves.      

activites as well as:
(i) review mail, applications and any sup-
porting materials sent in; (ii) maintain 
regular contact with applicants and mentors; 
(iii) write case summaries, investigation 
plans and reports, and transfer memos at the 
end of the year; (iv) prepare inventories of 
documents in the Project’s possession; (v) 
manage their fi le documents and research; 
(vi) contact former counsel on the case 
and any potential witnesses; (vii) docket 

their time and enter 
new information in 
the case management 
software.

The Project is 
open to second and 
third year students. 
The application pro-
cess usually occurs 
in late February or 
early March of each 
year. Students are 
required to prepare 
a Statement of Inter-
est and attend a brief 
interview. There are 
10-12 positions avail-
able. 

A student in-
volved in the first 
year of the Project 
made the following 

comment:
“I’m extremely thankful for the op-

portunity to be involved with the Innocence 
Project in its very fi rst year, and it was a 
really great experience. For sure my favou-
rite part of law school! I think it’s probably 
the coolest program at the school, and has 
the potential to make a huge difference in 
people’s lives – of course for the wrongfully 
convicted, convicted, convicted but also for the students involved 
in the project.”

The UBC Innocence Project is an 
opportunity for students to gain fi rst hand 
knowledge of the criminal justice system. 
The Project allows students to gain invalu-
able legal and forensic skills which they 
can use throughout their careers. More 
signifi cantly, it is an opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of those who claim 
that the justice system has failed them in the 
most tragic way possible – by convicting 
them despite their innocent. 

If you are interested in applying to the 
Project for the 2009-2010 academic year, 
or would like more information about the 
program, please contact Tamara Levy at 
tlevy@law.ubc.ca.

Footnotes:   
1 www.aidwyc.org

from Innocence Project page 1 “What’s the Plan?”
Upcoming Campus Makeover

By: Bijan Ahmadian, UBC Board of 
Governors, Law II

As the year begins, you will hear about 
many events taking place on this great 
campus. I wanted to tell you about one set 
of events that will give you the opportunity 
to infl uence how your campus will look 
and feel in the future. The fi nal approval of 
the campus plan lies with the UBC Board 
of Governors, on which I serve as one of 
your student representatives. And the Board 
is infl uenced by the input from the campus 
community. 

The UBC has two decision-making 
bodies: the Senate and the Board of Gov-
ernors. The Senate deals with the academic 
governance of the university; for example, 
the Senate decides what courses students 
have to take in order to graduate from a 
particular program. The two bodies share 
jurisdiction on some matters, such as ap-
proving new courses.  But the Senate has 
sole jurisdiction on certain academic mat-
ters such as appealing grades and grant-
ing honorary degrees.  The Board, on the 
other hand, is responsible for the property, 
fi nances, human resources and other af-
fairs of the university – it sets tuition fees, 
decides the budget and approves adminis-
trative policies.  

Currently, one of the primary issues in 
front of the Board is the campus plan.  You 
may have seen signs around the campus that 
ask “What’s the plan?” and wondered what 

the plan actually is!
The campus plan relates to  changes 

and improvements in the physical look and 
feel of the campus.  A planning program 
has been underway to assess the current 
and future needs of the campus community.  
The next phase of this program includes a 
conversation with the campus community 
on options for accommodating future needs.  
It is taking place this Fall.

The Department of Campus and Com-
munity Planning will be holding a campus-
wide consultation in October 2008.  This 
will be an opportunity for everyone to give 
feedback about options that were developed 
through previous phases of the campus 
plan review process.  The consultation will 
include options-review workshops, open 
houses, a consultation discussion guide, an 
online feedback form, and opportunities for 
written submissions.  

The Fall consultation is a great chance 
for you to give input on how you feel about 
the future of your campus.  Keep an eye 
online at www.campusplan.ubc.cawww.campusplan.ubc.ca for an-
nouncements of upcoming events.  And 
feel free to contact me directly through my 
website at www.bijan.cawww.bijan.ca to tell me how you www.bijan.ca to tell me how you www.bijan.ca
feel personally.  Having a large microphone 
in front of me at Board meetings, I intend 
to be an effective voice for students and I 
am always infl uenced by what my peers 
tell me!

By Elicia Salzberg, Communications 
Co-director, UBC LEO, Law II

UBC Law has a new high school out-
reach program and this cat is hitting Sep-
tember running. We tend to sleep, breathe 
and sweat the law (well mostly that last 
one). With our often begrudgingly-intimate 
acquaintance with the subject, it is easy to 
forget that one mentor, that undergradu-
ate professor, that debate trophy on our 
mom’s mantle (hypothetical of course), that 
sparked our interest and started us through 
these doors.

Such experiences were pivotal in 
exposing us to different ways of thinking 
and new pathways. That valuable exposure 
to legal concepts and reasoning should be 
equally available to all of our high school 
student population. The fact is though, 

a large number of students never get that 
exposure. For these students the law is a 
concept left largely unexplored.

UBC Law’s Legal Exposure Opportu-
nities (LEO) is an innovative group attempt-
ing to bridge that gap. Over the summer 
months, a dedicated group of second-year 
students launched LEO, an organization that 
takes interactive law-based programming 
into select East-side Vancouver high school 
classrooms. LEO’s aim is to use the law to 
challenge these underserviced students to 
expand both their understandings of law 
and their overall sense of opportunities 
available to them.

UBC LEO will have an information 
session and clubs booth during the fi rst 
week of September, at which time volunteer 
application forms will be available.

Legal Exposure for High 
School Students
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meetings I dragged you to this summer, 
when I know you would have all rather been 
somewhere else.

Futher, it is common knowledge that in 
any administration, the President can often 
be just a big head with a mouth, while  the 
real work is done by the Vice Presidents.  
So, without further ado, I would like to 
introduce Dave Georgetti, our Vice-Presi-
dent Academic and Alexis Omichinski, our 
Vice-President Social Affairs.

The Academic Issues Caucus (AIC) 
represents all the academic student interests 
to the Faculty.  AIC, through the efforts 
of its many committees, works to see a 
variety of student initiatives through to the 
fi nal stages of implementations, as well as 
advises on academic issues, such as the 
new law school building and the recruit-
ment and appointment of new professors.  
Dave Georgetti, who chairs the Caucus, is 
super keen and open to pursuing anything 
that will improve student academic life 
which, let’s be honest, is why we’re here 
in the fi rst place.

The Social Affairs Caucus (SAC) rep-
resents, you guessed it, all things social! 
From the various clubs and sport teams to 
the social events, SAC is here to ensure 
that you don’t spend all three years just 
studying.  There are a wide variety of op-
portunities at law school to pursue diverse 
interests, areas of the law and to meet 
students of all years, by joining clubs and 
sport teams or attending a speaker series or 
social event.  Alexis Omichinski is the life 
of the law school and is open to any ideas 
you may have to improve your down time 
at law school.

On a quick note to all the fi rst year 
students, the LSS will be holding elec-
tions in the third week of school for fi rst 
year representatives, and I encourage you 
to think about running to join the always 
outrageous LSS!

So welcome and welcome back!  It’s 
going to be a great year at UBC Law, so 
stay tuned! 

from LSS page 1

Dave Georgetti

Alexis Omichinski

This summer I worked as an intern 
Review Offi cer for WorkSafeBC. My job 
entailed reviewing WorkSafeBC decisions 
on workers’ entitlement to benefi ts. After 
examining the evidence in a worker’s 
claim fi le, submissions from the worker and 
employer and any new evidence, I applied 
relevant law and policy to make a deci-
sion. Because the deadline for completing 
a review is statutorily mandated, Review 
Offi cers must complete decisions quickly 
and effi ciently. And, as there are dozens 
of Review Offi cers, each representing the 
Division, decisions must conform to Divi-
sion standards in length, style and structure. 
Thanks to the exercises I had completed 
throughout the school year, I was able 
to quickly and thoroughly review large 
amounts of evidence, determine the issues, 
and seek out and apply the relevant law and 
policy. Written assignments such as the case 
brief, opinion letter and factum taught me 
to write within strict structural parameters 
without sacrifi cing my own writing style 
and analysis abilities. With these newly- 
honed skills, and the ability to write quickly 
and effi ciently, I was able to write more 
than 60 decisions over the summer.

Angela Escobar, Law III
One surpris ing 

comment I heard from 
many lawyers during 
my first year at UBC 
Law was that  law 
school doesn’t really 
prepare students for the 
practice of law. There is 

some truth in this statement: learning the 
legal profession functions much like an 
apprenticeship—it’s an ongoing learning 
process that requires developing skills on 
the job and learning from more senior col-
leagues. Admittedly, this process isn’t one 
that can take place entirely through text-
books, lectures, or even moots. However, 
there are some core skills that can be best 
obtained in law school and their importance 
becomes evident as one gains exposure to 
legal practice.

In my experience as a summer associ-
ate at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 
LLP, a New York law fi rm, I found the one 
course that resonated throughout my work 
experience was Law 430D, Advanced Le-
gal Research (ALR). As part of the LRW 
Program, this course helped me develop 
some important skills for legal practice, and 
allowed me to understand the comments and 
concerns of lawyers with whom I worked. 
The course helped me to gain confi dence in 
my research abilities, to take a fl exible and 
open approach to legal research, and to take 
the time to draft and review my writing.

Gaining confi dence in one’s ability to 
resolve clients’ issues is crucial to develop-
ing in the legal profession. Throughout the 
summer, I observed the lawyers with whom 
I was working handle conference calls 
where a client would raise new concerns 
and problems unrelated to the primary 
matter. In dealing with such situations, the 
lawyers showed me that you can approach 
new questions with confi dence as there are 
resources to draw on and solutions to be 
found. The upper-year stream of the LRW 
Program, whether it be through competitive 
moots or the ALR course, exposes students 
to new,  unforeseen research questions, such 
as those they might encounter in practice. 
The ALR course tremendously increased 
my confi dence in dealing with new prob-
lems and allowed me to feel comfortable 
in beginning to research unfamiliar areas. 
It was further directly relevant to my work 
experience in that it gave me suffi cient 

See LRW page 4

Legal Research & Writing at UBC
In this article, Melania Cannon, Angela 

Escobar and John Kleefeld each share their 
perspectives on instruction in legal research 
and writing at the Faculty of Law. 

Melania Cannon, Law II
During my first 

week of law school in 
September 2007, my 
peers and I had the for-
tune to hear Chief Justice 
Lance Finch of the Brit-
ish Columbia Court of 
Appeal speak about his 

experiences in the study and practice of law. 
He told us that law is a profession in which 
one is constantly learning, adapting and 
developing professionally. To illustrate this, 
he discussed writing workshops that judges 
attend to hone their judgment-writing skills. 
The Chief Justice’s remarks remained with 
me throughout my fi rst year of law school. 
The knowledge that a seasoned judge, an 
expert writer and an expert in the law, 
continued to develop his professional skills 
and receive feedback on how to improve 
and perfect his legal writing underscored 
for me the importance of building a strong 
foundation in these skills from the very 
beginning of my legal career.

The practice of law is grounded in the 
lawyer’s ability to seek out information 
and relevant law, and to communicate, 
interpret and apply that information and 
law effi ciently and clearly to clients, to 
courts, to opposing lawyers and others. 
At the same time, most new law students 
have little experience in the kinds of com-
munication and research abilities they will 
need to be effective lawyers. The study of 
law attracts one of the most diverse stu-
dent bodies in academia. Students come 
from virtually every discipline—sciences, 
engineering, humanities and the arts—and 
have extremely varied levels of research 
and writing experience. Whether the bulk 
of our previous experience is in writing es-
says or lab reports, most of us have never 
written a legal memorandum, an opinion 
letter, or even a case brief before coming 
to law school. For my own part, although 
my Master’s degree in History gave me 
signifi cant research and writing experience, 
I was uncertain how to apply these skills in 
law school. This is where the LRW Program 
became an invaluable resource.

The LRW Program integrated fi rst-year 
students’ introduction to these skills into 
several of our core courses. We wrote case 
briefs for Contracts, closed memoranda 
for Torts, factums for Criminal Law & 
Procedure, and open memoranda for our 
Regulatory State class. The terms “open” 
and “closed” refer to the fact that in one as-
signment, we applied a closed set of cases, 
while in the other, the cases we could draw 
on were open-ended—we had to fi nd them 
ourselves through our legal research. We 
also wrote essays for Transnational Law 
and Law in Context. The distribution of 
these writing and research requirements 
throughout the year and across subjects 
meant that we could learn from several 
professors about the writing and researching 
methods that work best for them, giving us 
a broader perspective than we might oth-
erwise have had. The arrangement was so 
popular, some students suggested distribut-
ing other aspects of fi rst-year law, such as 
the Law in Context material, across the core 
courses as well.

This approach to written assignments 
worked best where professors were com-
mitted to explaining what they valued in 
legal writing, and why. In some courses, 
my classmates and I felt frustrated when 
the professors didn’t provide feedback on 

written assignments, or responded vaguely 
to requests for constructive criticism and 
advice on how to improve. On the other 
hand, many professors used the assignments 
to truly enhance our development as legal 
writers. For example, I received one of my 
best fi rst-year marks for my opinion letter 
in Property Law. What I valued most about 
my professor’s response, though, were her 
many constructive comments and sugges-
tions as to how I could further refi ne and 
strengthen my writing. A friend who just 
completed his second year of law school 
also recently remarked to me that feedback 
on one written assignment from his Trans-
national Law professor in fi rst year made 
all the difference in his understanding of 
effective legal writing.

The LRW website that Professor 
Kleefeld set up was also an invaluable 
resource, with factums, case briefs, memo-
randa and articles providing tips and 
guidelines for specifi c legal writing styles. 
These resources were especially useful 
while we prepared our factums for our 
fi rst-year moots, as we had access to several 
samples and to Justice Laskin’s helpful 
article on written advocacy. We also had 
some well-attended lunch-hour presenta-
tions on techniques for effective written 
advocacy. I was fascinated by the idea that 
a well-written factum serves as the foun-
dation for strong oral arguments, and that 
the two complement each other as tools of 
effective advocacy. Having the chance to 
read the factums of students who engaged 
in competitive mooting, and then to watch 
them demonstrate the oral component of the 
moot, gave me an enhanced understanding 
of what I needed to do to best present my 
arguments in my own moot.

While much of the LRW Program 
in fi rst year focused on legal writing, re-
sources and activities were also provided 
to introduce students to the basics of legal 
research. Training in online resources like 
Quicklaw and Westlaw was useful, but in 
a web-based world students may turn too 
quickly to online research and skip the 
fundamental work of investigating the law 
using library research. To counterbalance 
the reliance on legal databases, the LRW 
teaching assistants led research tours of the 
library, and during the fi rst Law in Context 
week two practicing lawyers demonstrated 
the steps for researching the law as it ap-
plies to a fact pattern. I look forward to the 
chance to put the research techniques they 
demonstrated into practice next year, in 
the upper-year legal research and writing 
course and in my seminar courses.

One of the greatest concerns we 
had was how to budget time and com-
plete assignments without neglecting our 
classes and  regular readings. Based on 
the experience of the year before ours, 
the LRW Program reduced the number of 
assignments and the way they were distrib-
uted throughout the year to maintain the 
educational value of the program without 
making students feel they had to sacrifi ce  
areas of their studies. The commitment to 
minimize assignment overlap throughout 
the year meant that while the workload was 
challenging, it wasn’t overwhelming. With 
careful time management, we could devote 
our undivided focus to each assignment in 
its own turn. As the term progressed, with 
the support of my professors, I grew to 
welcome the challenge of fi tting my own 
ideas and expression into succinct, concise,  
standardized legal documents. This is a far 
more diffi cult and specialized writing skill 
than the free, open-ended essays and papers 
I wrote in my Master’s program, and I fi nd 
that my ability to write has grown more than 
I ever expected in one year.



Just Obiter:
background in US legal research methods 
and the structure of the US court system 
to understand what my colleagues were 
discussing and to capably perform research 
tasks.

Being open to different avenues of le-
gal research is also important when entering 
the legal profession. Whether working at a 
large fi rm, small fi rm, non-profi t organiza-
tion or government entity, the reality is that 
there is little time to waste when searching 
for solutions or delivering results to a cli-
ent. My initial impression of legal research 
and writing was that it consisted of merely 
looking at textbooks, statutes, case law and 
subsequently noting up the law. But my 
experience with  ALR showed me there are 
other valuable avenues of legal research 
within the profession, and these mean 
that legal research and writing needn’t be 
a lonely task. Speaking to other lawyers, 
professors and colleagues can often be the 
most effi cient way to obtain results when 
dealing with legal research. Within the law 
fi rm environment I experienced this sum-
mer, I was surprised how often colleagues 
called each other to consult on their areas of 
expertise. From a practice perspective, such 
consultations may save the client expense, 
and the lawyer some sanity, when dealing 
with an unfamiliar issue. While the research 
and writing must still be done, talking to 
someone else can help to avoid the frustra-
tion of focusing on the wrong issue and put 
you on the right track to perform effi cient 
work. Additionally, colleagues can provide 
valuable input and comments as they review 
your work.

Drafting and reviewing are fundamen-
tal aspects of creating an excellent piece 
of legal writing. Before my summer, I had 
the erroneous impression that drafting and 
redrafting was something only students and 
beginners did. However, I now know that 
going through several drafts of a document 
is an important (and time-consuming!) pro-
cess needed to develop top-quality work, 
even for experienced lawyers. ALR had 
already introduced me to the importance of 
this concept, and to that of letting writing 
“sit in the bottom drawer” before return-
ing to it with fresh eyes. Although this 
can be very diffi cult in the time crunch of 
legal practice, it is an excellent habit to go 
through several drafts before fi nalizing a pa-
per. The lawyers I worked with this summer 
were clear when assigning someone to draft 
a document that they expected quality work, 
that the writer had already reviewed several 
times. Getting into the habit of reviewing 
your own work, and having others review 
it, will result in a higher quality product, 
with less frustration for both the writer and 
the reader of the document.

While law school is only the fi rst step 
to becoming a lawyer and there is sub-
stantial real life experience to be gained 
after graduation, there are still plenty of 
opportunities to acquire professional skills 
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during one’s three years at law school. The 
LRW Program will deliver to you what you 
put into it. Dedicating yourself to research 
papers, moots and other assignments can 
really help prepare you to enter the legal 
profession, and will allow you to feel more 
comfortable with the reality that legal 
research and writing takes time, patience, 
perseverance and creativity. This awareness 
will be a valuable asset for those entering 
any type of practice, and will instill confi -
dence that you have the tools and skills to 
tackle any issue or problem your client or 
employer puts to you. While law school 
may not always provide the substantive 
materials that will be relevant to each day 
of our future legal practice, it is nevertheless 
an opportunity to learn about the critical 
process of thinking through a legal problem, 
of understanding the expectations of those 
in our work environments and of the steps 
necessary to develop excellent work.

John Kleefeld, Director of the Legal 
Research & Writing (LRW) Program

“It’s your lucky day, 
Mr. Kleefeld, we don’t 
need to hear from you.” 
These are bittersweet 
words to a respondent’s 
counsel—bitter because 
they mean you’ve been 
deprived of the oppor-
tunity for oral argument 

and intellectual repartee that has no paral-
lel outside an appellate proceeding; sweet 
because they mean the appeal judges have 
accepted your argument based on your 
written factum alone. And these were the 
words Mr. Justice Linden uttered after 
conclusion of the appellant’s argument in 
a case between Julie Walsh and the Canada 
Employment Insurance Commission at the 
Federal Court of Appeal this June. Justice 
Linden went on to compliment me on the 
factum I had submitted for Ms. Walsh, but 
what the Court couldn’t have known is 
just how much the success of that factum 
depended on the research and writing of 
UBC law students.

Ms. Walsh, a nurse, had been on a 
continuing employment insurance claim 
in 2004 when her father fell ill. She fl ew to 
England to be with him and stayed for his 
funeral when he died shortly afterwards. 
Under the relevant legislation, a person 
is disentitled from collecting EI benefi ts 
when absent from Canada, subject to cer-
tain exemptions set out in the regulations. 
One exemption is a seven-day period to 
visit a seriously ill family member; an-
other, a seven-day period to attend a fam-
ily member’s funeral. Ms. Walsh sought 
both exemptions, for a total of 14 days. 
The Commission said that, under a proper 
reading of the legislation, she could have 
one but not both. Thus was a nice statutory 
interpretation question framed. Ms. Walsh, 
initially self-represented, lost before the 
Commission and the Board of Referees but 
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By: Sam Loeb, Law II
A 

white pawn 
has shocked 
the chess 
world with 
allegations 
o f  y e a r s 
o f  a b u s e 
by the left 

h a n d  s i d e 
bishop (po-

sition 1C on the board). The Pawn (third 
one from the left, position 2C, directly in 
front of the bishop) claims to have been the 
victim of numerous cases of abuse dating 
back to 2004. 

“Things started innocently enough, 
where he’d accidentally bump into me 
when we were setting up the board, but 
soon enough, he was completely invading 
my square,” complained the Pawn. 

When asked why he didn’t make any 
complaints at the time of the fi rst incidents, 
the Pawn claimed that the Bishop threatened 
him to ensure his silence. “He told me if I 
said anything, he’d have me sacrifi ced. He 
sits right next to the Queen and she listens 
to him. What was I supposed to do?”

The Bishop’s publicist has issued a 
statement, vehemently denying any wrong-
doing. The statement accuses the Pawn 
of being “a lowly pawn with delusions of 
grandeur.” Although the statement did add, 
rather cryptically, that “pawns’ sole reason 
for being is to service and accommodate the 
Back Row Boys”. 

The rest of the white pieces have 
declined to comment, but one black rook 
opined that, “It’s obvious what’s been go-
ing on over there, even from the other end 
of the board.” 

When asked why he fi nally decided to 
go public, the Pawn said that the Bishop’s 
intimidation tactics were becoming too 
much to bear. “I began to welcome being 
taken in every game, just so I could get 
away from him. That’s not fair to the rest 
of the guys.” 

The Pawn also declared his intention 
to fi le a civil suit against the Bishop, which 
leads some to believe he’s trying to capital-
ize on recent large out-of-court settlements 
in such notorious cases as “The Shoe v. 
Monopoly Man” (better known as the 
“Community Chest of Horrors”) and “Triple 
Letter Score v. The Letter ‘Z’”. 

The Chessboard Board (CBB), chess’ 
offi cial sanctioning body, has yet to com-
ment. 

Pawn Accuses 
Bishop of Sexual 

Impropriety

Photo from susanpolgar.
blogspot.com

eventually succeeded in her claim before an 
Umpire (a Federal Court trial judge sitting 
specifi cally to hear employment insurance 
appeals). From there, the Commission ap-
plied to the Court of Appeal to reverse the 
decision. That’s where I entered the picture, 
taking the case on pro bono.

An ALR student, Angela Lee, wrote 
an in-depth legal research memorandum to 
help me get started. Among other things, she 
found a previous Umpire’s decision directly 
on point. Most inconveniently, the decision 
reached the opposite conclusion to the one 
we were advancing! Under my obligation to 
the Court to disclose all relevant authorities, 
I included this case in my brief and had to 
explain why it was wrongly decided. Two 
students, Devin Kahai and CJ Liu, also did 
extensive research, particularly on Supreme 
Court of Canada jurisprudence and rules of 
grammatical interpretation. They drafted a 
superb factum for their ALR assignment, 
which I adapted and condensed for pur-
poses of the proceeding. Virginie Francoeur 
researched and developed a compelling 
argument about the French version of the 
regulations and why our interpretation fi t 
better with that version. I can say unequivo-
cally that the factum that emerged from 
this collaborative effort was far superior to 
anything that I would have drafted if left to 
my own devices.

I think this reinforces Melania’s im-
pression, acquired in the fi rst week of law 
school, that excellence in legal research, 
analysis and writing is a process of con-
tinuous learning, adaptation and improve-
ment. It really never stops. And I think it 
also supports Angela’s observations on 
the importance of working closely with 
colleagues. We have much to learn from 
each other. That message is crucial in a 
setting that has traditionally emphasized 
individual effort and attainment. Law 
schools are only belatedly realizing the 
limitations of such an approach. In a 2007 
study by Harvard and LexisNexis, nearly 
80% of lawyers surveyed reported belong-
ing to one or more work groups, with 19% 
participating in more than fi ve groups. Yet 
the researchers found that only 12% of 
law students reported working in groups 
on class projects. Clearly, law schools still 
have much work to do to better equip stu-
dents for practice. But this isn’t solely the 
domain of law professors: students, too, 
can invoke change, and I would encourage 
all students, as they proceed through their 
legal education, to think of ways to work 
together—with professors, with fellow stu-
dents and with members of the bench and 
bar—to enhance the learning experience 
for all. As Julie Walsh’s case shows, such 
an approach can also reap benefi ts for the 
clients we ultimately serve. I care deeply 
about legal education and look forward to 
doing whatever I can to help all students get 
the best education possible during their time 
at UBC Faculty of Law. Best wishes for the 
2008/09 academic year!
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Career Connection
Welcome from the UBC Law Career Services Offi ce

By: Kerry Parker Smith and Pamela 
Cyr

The Career Services team would like to 
welcome the incoming fi rst year class and 
welcome back the second and third year 
students. Over the summer, former Director 
Kaila Mikkelsen changed positions to As-
sistant Dean, Students. She will be returning 
to UBC Law in January after spending some 
time with her new baby boy!  Kerry Parker 
Smith has been appointed to Director of the 
Career Services Offi ce (CSO) and is joined 
by the new Associate Director Pamela Cyr 
and Program Assistant Gareth Coghlan. 
Kerry received her J.D. from the University 
of Toronto. After articling and practicing 
as a corporate litigation associate with the 
Calgary offi ce of Fraser Milner Casgrain 
LLP, Kerry worked for a leading legal 
recruitment company. Pamela received her 
LL.B. from the University of Victoria. After 
articling with Fasken Martineau DuMoulin, 
Pamela practiced corporate commercial 
litigation with a leading Vancouver litiga-
tion fi rm. Gareth holds a B.A. in English 
Literature and Publishing from Simon Fra-
ser University and has worked with several 
publishers in Vancouver. Kerry, Pamela and 
Gareth are looking forward to using their 
experience and knowledge to assist students 
with achieving their career objectives.

The CSO provides students with career 
support and guidance and answers questions 
students may have about the various recruit-
ment processes in different areas of Canada 
and abroad.  It also provides resources and 
organizes events focused on non-traditional 
career options. The offi ce also offers indi-
vidual resume and cover letter review and 
feedback, conducts workshops, organizes 
recruitment events, and provides resources 
on practice areas, career options and job 
search strategies.

The CSO is located in the student 
services hallway.  Kerry is in room 133, Pa-
mela is in room 135, and Gareth is outside 
of room 133.  Their doors are always open, 
but you are encouraged to make an appoint-
ment in advance for extended discussions 
and application reviews. You may sign up 
on Kerry’s or Pam’s door or e-mail them at 
parkersmith@law.ubc.caparkersmith@law.ubc.ca or cyr@law.ubc.cyr@law.ubc.
ca to make an appointment. 

The majority of the CSO’s reference 
materials can be found on the Career Ser-
vices website at www.ubclawcareers.com. 
The website also lists upcoming events and 
job postings, and includes an online version 
of the Legal Careers Guide. Remember that 
the website is password protected and only 
available to UBC Law students and gradu-
ates. Please contact the Program Assistant, 
Gareth Coghlan (coghlan@law.ubc.cacoghlan@law.ubc.ca), for 
the password.

News and Updates
In the past year, the CSO has under-

taken strategies to increase career oppor-
tunities for UBC Law students. Although 
recruitment for traditional positions at large 
and mid-sized law fi rms is an ongoing part 
of CSO programming, the offi ce also de-
velops strategies to facilitate recruitment by 
smaller fi rms and to increase non-traditional 
career opportunities.

Business Etiquette and Network-Business Etiquette and Network-
inging: The Career Services Offi ce has two 
new handouts available in the offi ce and 
online: Networking and Business Eti-
quette. We encourage you to review both 
of these handouts, as they will teach you 
valuable networking skills and allow you 
to shine when meeting with law fi rms at 
receptions, interviews, lunches, or dinners. 
Lawyers routinely mention that etiquette 
and networking skills can help you stand 
out as an exceptional candidate during the 
recruitment season. In addition, the Career 
Services Offi ce will be hosting a “How to 
Wine & Cheese” Panel. Representatives 
from leading law fi rms will provide advice 
on what students should (and should not!) 
do to make a great impression. This event 
will be held in the second week of Septem-
ber so watch your e-mail inboxes! 

Forums: For the past two years, the So-
cial Justice Forum has been a huge success 
and this event will take place once again in 
the second term. It is a great way to meet 
lawyers who are practicing in non-profi t 
organizations and will allow you to learn 
more about your career opportunities in this 
fi eld. Practice area forums have also been 

extremely successful and the Careers Com-
mittee hopes to host a Criminal Law Forum 
in November and a family Law Forum in 
February.  If you have any suggestions for 
practice area forums you would like to see, 
let the CSO know! 

Careers Committee:  The Careers 
Committee is comprised of 10 upper year 
students and fi rst-year representatives who 
help support their fellow students through 
the search for articling positions and non-
traditional legal careers.  Watch for their 
various events throughout the year. 

Please feel free to contact any mem-
ber of the Career Services team with your 
questions, concerns, suggestions, and any 
career-related needs that you may have. We 
look forward to a great year!

Important: Job Postings & Ca-
reer Resources 

Remember that job postings 
and all important career resources 
are available on the Career Services 
website at www.ubclawcareers.com

New Guidelines for Vancouver 
Summer Student Recruitment 

There are new Guidelines this 
year which regulate the recruitment 
process for summer positions with 
Vancouver law fi rms.  Please remem-
ber to review the career resources 
online or pick up the information at 
the CSO.

Third Year Students 
If you are a third year student who 

has found an articling position, please 
drop by the CSO and let us know, or e-
mail us at careers@law.ubc.cacareers@law.ubc.ca (please 
include the city, the name of the fi rm 
and whether you summered with 
them). For students who are seeking 
articles, we encourage you to make 
an appointment with us so that we can 
assist you in your search.

5th Deadline for second year 
students applying to Calgary and
Toronto fi rms participating in 
on-campus interviews (OCIs)
4:00 p.m., Career Services Offi ce

8th  How to Wine & Cheese 
Seminar
12:30 – 1:30 p.m., Room 101

9th Resume & Cover Letter 
Workshop
12:30-1:30 p.m., Room 177

9th Application deadline for 
second year summer positions 
with non-OCI Toronto fi rms

15th  Application  Application  deadline for 
second year summer positions 
at Vancouver fi rms

17th  OCIs with New York fi rms
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

17th Sign-up sheets for Toronto 
and Calgary OCIs posted
8:00 a.m., Career Services Offi ce

11th Department of Justice 
Information Session
12:30-1:30 p.m., Room 177

11th Vancouver Large Firms 
Wine & Cheese Reception
6:00-8:00 p.m., Fairmont 
Waterfront Hotel

18th OCI Tips Workshop
12:30-1:30 p.m., Room 177

23rd Out-of-Province Wine & 
Cheese Reception for Calgary 
and Toronto fi rms
6:00-8:00 p.m., Sutton Place Hotel

24th Toronto and Calgary OCIs
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., SUB Ballroom

 September Dates and Events

By: Daniel Winks
On September 2nd 2008, the halls of 

Curtis High will once again have the privi-
lege of welcoming its 1st year class. Armed st year class. Armed st

with aspirations to change—and perhaps 
dominate—the world, this year’s class 
will need more than a sword and a shield 
to fi ght off the onslaught of intimidating 
upper years, hyper A-type personalities, 
“what kind of law do you want to do” 
questions that demand a precise response, 
and, of course, the inundation of clubs and 
programs coercing the fl edgling pack to 
“take part”. 

Sure, the Law Students’ Legal Advice 
Program is an example of one such eager 
organization, attempting to encourage our 
mighty up-and-comers to enlist. Fortunate-
ly, however, LSLAP has a solid foundation 
on which it can stand proud, proclaiming 
itself as the true “law in context”.

As for our title, Lawyer Before You’re 
a Lawyer, this should not be understood as 
an opportunity to solicit and advocate with 
impunity. Rather, it’s an encouragement 
to see LSLAP as a venue to develop the 
professional skills required to both advise 
your “non-law school friends” how to 
successfully dispute their parking tickets, 
but also (and perhaps more importantly) 
advocate on behalf of those who cannot 
afford a lawyer. 

LSLAP is a unique experience that 
prepares law students for their legal careers 
by providing fi rst-hand practice conduct-
ing client intake, researching case law and 
legislation needed to address a client’s legal 
issue(s), preparing legal documents, and, if 
you’re feeling litigious and up for the chal-
lenge, representing your client at trial. 

Throughout the process, two incred-
ibly capable lawyers act as guides. Brian 
Higgins and Joni Worton are LSLAP’s 
legal experts who humbly boast amaz-
ing dexterity when it comes to the law. A 
true LSLAP veteran, Brian has supervised 
LSLAPers since 1989, encouraging and 
inspiring thousands of law students, past 
and present. Joni, LSLAP’s more recent 
addition, has the ability to remain positive 
in the acrimonious world of family law. 
You’ll come to know her by her pleasant 
smile, infectious giggle, and her strictly 
business approach to family law. You’re in 
good hands with Brian and Joni, who can 
assist on every fi le, from beginning to end. 
They’ll even give you the confi dence to 
request a judge have a statement “stricken 
from the record” (last year, Judge MacMil-
lan made it clear to “Mr. Dwinks” that “This 
isn’t television; we don’t strike things from 
records around here!”).

Unlike other programs offered here at 
UBC law (as you yourselves will witness, 
come November), LSLAP maintains nearly 
200 members throughout the year, due to 
the fact that the program is so enjoyable 
and rewarding. LSLAP helps students hone 
their lawyering skills and can even provide 
answers to the ubiquitous “what kind of law 
do you want to do?” question.

Ultimately, LSLAP endows and arms 
its members with the sword and shield 
needed to facilitate your aspirations of 
world change—and dominance. 

Lawyer 
Before 

You’re a 
Lawyer
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Introducing... Your Professors!
An insight into the minds of some of your professors this year 

The Legal Eye asked the 
questions ...

and the Professors responded...
Joel Bakan
Teaching 1st Year Constitutional Law

1) It seems fairly obvious, but reading 
the materials - even if just skimming them 
- before class will make the class much 
more benefi cial. In the world of online this 
and that, I still think that live lectures are 
an invaluable form of learning, but students 
need to be prepared and to pay attention to 
get the most out of them.

2) I can’t list just one. It is the interac-
tions among several different areas that 
interest me - constitutional, commercial 
(including contracts), corporate, and oth-
ers too.

3) I wish that, at the start, I had been 
less mystifi ed by law.

4) Try not to be mystifi ed by law. It is 
a human artifact, with all of the inconsis-
tencies and imperfections that that entails. 
It is shot through with confl icting moral 
and philosophical presumptions, though it 
purports to be autonomous of these pulls. 
That can create confusion.

5) It was so exotic that I can’t re-
member what it was called. I ate it on 10th 
Avenue.

6) It worries me that, with wireless, 
laptops, iPhones, Blackberries, texting, 
instant messaging, and the like, students 
have endless distractions, literally at their 
fi ngertips, while they are in class. Attend-
ing class is a waste of time for a student 
who is not truly present to the lecture and 
class discussion and, because I believe the 
classroom experience is a hugely important 
part of learning law, the disappearance of 
students into virtual worlds while they are 
in class is a concern for me. And don’t 
think we don’t know - it took me a while 
to fi gure it out, but when students start 
typing before you open your mouth, keep 
typing after you’ve stopped talking, and 
randomly chuckle to themselves, it’s a good 
bet they’re online.

1) Which one skill would help stu-
dents be successful in your class? Or, 
what’s one thing students should know 
before they take your class?

2) What area of law interests you the 
most and why? 

3) What is one thing you wished you 
had done but never did when you were in 
law school?

4) Any (general) advice you want to 
give to the fi rst year law students?

5) What’s the most exotic fruit 
you’ve eaten and where did you sample 
said fruit?

6) What’s your biggest pet peeve 
about law students?

Joost Blom
Teaching 1st Year Torts

1) My students should know that they 
will get much more out of each class if 
they can manage to do the assigned reading 
before class. 

 2) My favourite area is private interna-
tional law (confl ict of laws), which I teach 
an upper year course in. It’s my favourite 
because it’s like a 3-dimensional crossword, 
with private law and courts from different 
jurisdictions all interacting. Students get a 
sampling of it in Transnational.

 3) I wish I’d had a chance to teach 
while I was in law school. You suddenly 
realize the difference between learning 
something so you can answer questions on 
it, and understanding it well enough so you 
can explain it to somebody else. 

 4) Don’t get too stressed about it all. 
 5) Durian, but admittedly in the form 

of ice cream at a restaurant at Dunbar and 
41st.

Christine Boyle
Teaching 1st Year Criminal Law and 
Procedure

1) It is a good idea to read the Criminal 
Code (as needed, not the whole thing!)

2) I am interested in how the great 
egalitarian aspiration refl ected in the equal-
ity rights of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms can be refl ected in the laws 
relating to the criminal process. Why? Be-
cause the criminal law is one of the most 
dramatic and coercive manifestation of state 
power, so it is vital that power be exercised 
equitably.

3) I have no regrets. I loved my legal 
education at Queen’s University Belfast. 
My teachers were doing interesting research 
and accessible to students, so I made the 
most of that. There were good pubs nearby 
so I made the most of those. My degree al-
lowed me to travel the common law world, 
so I hope I have made the most of that.

4) That it is a good idea to read the 
Criminal Code.

 5) When I taught at the University of 
the West Indies, I was given an avocado 
which was then new and exotic to me.

 6) They sometimes do not read the 
Criminal Code.

Mary Childs
Teaching 1st Year The Regulatory State

1) Read the cases.
2) Evidence, because it is relevant to 

all areas of practice and because it raises 
fundamental questions about the values 
embodied in the legal system.

3) Worked on the law review.
4) Take your studies seriously but don’t 

let them take over your life.
5) Breadfruit, in Jamaica.

Emma Cunliffe
Teaching 1st Year Criminal Law and 
Procedure

1) You’ll make mistakes while you’re 
learning law, but don’t let that deter you 
from participating.  Odds are good that most 
of your classmates are having diffi culty with 
the same thing.

2) Expert evidence, because it is an 
area in which judges’ and lawyers’ anxieties 
about other forms of knowledge emerge.

3) Volunteered at LSLAP or taken 
a legal clinic.  My school didn’t have an 
equivalent program, and it’s a wonderful 
way to experience the practice of law before 
you graduate.

4) Keep your sense of humour and rely 
on your friends to help you through.

5) A fi nger lime … like a cross between 
a passionfruit and a lime.  It’s indigenous to 
Australia, and it’s delicious.     

6) They don’t consume nearly enough 
chocolate in my revision class, which leaves 
me eating Kit Kats all summer.

Michelle LeBaron
Teaching 1st Year Transnational Law

1) The skill that would be helpful 
for students in my class - self and other 
awareness.  People in legal careers must be 
able to discern their own fi lters and lenses, 
and realize how these affect their advocacy 
and analysis.  In our multicultural society, it 
is also very useful to be able to recognize a 
variety of cultural starting points.

2) Cross-cultural confl ict resolution.
3) Taken time out to learn French.
4) Pace yourselves, and cultivate 

balance and discernment.  First year law 
is intense, and combining it with all the 
other responsibilities and activities of a 
life in progress can be daunting.  Take 
time for yourself even in the midst of all 
the activity.

5) The most exotic is the mango - not 
because it is rare or hard to get, but because 
the very taste of it is exotic!

Sharon Sutherland
Teaching 1st Year Tortsst Year Tortsst

1) Be active and “bring your own 
subtext.”

2) Law and Popular Culture.  Why?  It’s 
what I’m immersed in at the moment:
papers due on The Sopranos and Bat-
tlestar Galactica as I respond to this
questionnaire.

3) Go on exchange.
4) Do something else!  (As well, not 

instead.)

Benjamin Perrin
Teaching 1st Year Criminal Law and 
Procedure

1) Be an active learner. I encourage stu-
dents to read and think about cases before 
class, and then participate during class. It 
not only improves understanding but makes 
class more enjoyable for everyone. 

2) International criminal law fascinates 
me because it is an emerging area of law that 
continues to struggle to bring justice in the 
aftermath of war. 

3) Not to be worried about December 
exams. There’s a reason why December 
exams are “fail-safe” – they often bear little 
connection to how you’ll do on fi nal exams 
or in later years. 

4) Free pizza lunches tend to be raided 
within minutes, so come on time! More 
importantly, line up early for all BBQs.

 5) Rambutan fruit that I ate in Cam-
bodia from the local market was delicious. 
Somehow it tasted better once I started 
paying local prices for it.

 6) Students who bring Thai curry to 
class but don’t bring enough to share! 

Fiona Kelly
Teaching 1st Year Torts

1) I know this will make me pretty 
unpopular, but I suggest students do away 
with their laptops. There is a tendency 
amongst students to type out a transcript of 
my lectures. I think this is one of the least 
effective ways of learning. If you handwrite 
notes, you have to think about the content 
in order to synthesize it. This process is es-
sential to absorbing the material. 

2) Family law – it’s contentious, rap-
idly changing and will touch all of our lives 
at some point in time. It’s also a subject 
about which most people have an opinion 
so classes are always engaging. 

3) Taken it all a little less seriously. 
4) Remember what you came here for. 

You can get sucked into law school and the 
big fi rm mentality pretty quickly and it’s 
easy to think it’s the only game in town. If 
a big law fi rm is what you want, then go for 
it! But if it’s not, make sure you stay true to 
what you’re interested in, and not what you 
think you’re supposed to be interested in. 

5) It’s maybe not that exotic, but grow-
ing up in Australia I always had passion fruit 
vines in my back garden. I dirtied many a 
childhood t-shirt with passion fruit juice 
sucked directly out of the skin.

6) It might actually be the biggest pet 
peeve about myself as a professor: my inex-
plicable willingness to respond to midnight 
emails from law students who seem to think 
that professors have no need for sleep.

Tips & Info for First Years

Margot Young
Teaching 1st Year Constitutional Law

1) It would be useful for students to 
come into Constitutional Law with the idea 
in their heads that not only are there no fi xed 
and easy answers to key legal questions 
but that the best and most effective legal 
analysis in this area of law often involves 
examination that is more conceptual and 
theoretical than students might initially 
assume.

2) The study of law as an instrument 
of the distribution of economic and social 
power.

3) I worked in the student run legal 
clinic for only a few months; I wish I had 
become more involved with it.

4) Do the readings before you come 
to class and engage with the class.  For 
example, don’t email or otherwise wander 
through the Internet during the lecture.  Be 
confi dent to disagree with analysis you read 
or hear but fi rst be sure that you understand 
the disputed argument on its own terms.

5) Dragon fruit and custard apples in 
Vietnam at a time when they weren’t so 
readily available in Canada.

Robin Elliot
Teaching 1st Year Constitutional Lawst Year Constitutional Lawst

1) All legal rules and principles can 
be understood to refl ect choices between 
competing interests/values. It is helpful, 
therefore, to try to identify the competing 
interests that are at stake in every area 
of the law you study and every case you 
read – doing so will greatly enhance not 
only your understanding of the law, but 
also your ability to assess its strengths and 
weaknesses. 

2) The area of the law that interests me 
the most is constitutional law, because it 
addresses the most important and challeng-
ing issues that the law faces – how we as 
Canadians wish to govern ourselves. 

3) I wish I had taken more courses 
dealing with legal theory. 

4) Always do the assigned readings 
before you come to class.

5) I ate a number of exotic fruits 
while I was in Thailand last summer – but 
unfortunately I can’t remember the names 
of any of them. 

6) My biggest pet peeve about law 
students is the fact that some of them surf 
the internet while in class. 



Page 7September 2008 The Legal Eye
printed on 100% recycled paper

A Dozen Things Every UBC Law Student Needs
By: Dia Montgomery, Law II

UBC Law-ers must possess many 
things upon entering the Ruat Justum
domain: a keen mind, boundless curiosity, 
an ample book bag with strong shoulder 
straps...  Yet, there are also many less-obvi-
ous aids students should amass as they be-
gin their legal education.  The following are 
a list of twelve items, and their unique uses, 
which will help students make the most of 
their fi rst year experience at UBC Law.  

1. Hoodie: 
a) Napping.  Acts as sanitary barrier be-
tween student and interaction-area couch 
during quick between-class naps.
b) Umbrella.  Cool alternative to clunky 
rain gear when encountering wet weather.
c) Blinders. Focus-agent when attempt-
ing to study in the midst of distraction.  If 
you can’t see others, they can’t see you. 
Right?

2. Bzzr Cozy:
a) Insulator.  Keeps hands warm/bzzr cold 
during that bi-monthly magic social time 
called bzzr ups.
b) Telescope. Hold around one eye as 
focusing agent to keep attention trained 
on lecture when your neighbour has just 
logged onto perezhilton.com

3. Headphones:
a) Annoyance-Blocker. useful when 
S.N.A.I.L.S. (Students Not Actually In 
Law School and construction workers as-
sail the law building.

b) You-tube. Once you’ve fi nished check-
ing facebook, hotmail, text-twist, scrabble 
and your other go-to internet sites in class 
(which you clearly shouldn’t be doing).

4. Ability to tolerate massive quan-
tities of pizza:
a) Budget-Saver.  All those free pizza 
slices served at lunchtime meetings add 
up to more cash for drinks with friends.  
Towards the end of the year, it may 
become diffi cult to endure the constant 
assault of pizza lunches, but remember, 
exams are when you need your friends/
drinks the most.

5. Sense of humour:  
a) Sanity. Not taking things too seriously 
might be the only way of retaining your 
belief in humanity
b) Health. Relieves stress (see above).

6. Sleep: 
a) Immunity Booster.  Protection against 
sickness, self-delusion and poor judg-
ment.  Every year, students shed their 
healthy habits and become bleary-eyed, 
stressed out law zombies.  Due to the re-
fusal to miss class, the change of weather 
and getting repeatedly coughed upon in 
the Candida’s line up, student body im-
munity can soon run low.  
b) Friend-Keeper.  Everyone gets cranky 
with their friends at some point during the 
year.   But the well-rested have an easier 
time dealing with the crankiness than the 
frazzled.

7. Ultra-Snazzy Shirt (preferably 
with bling-factor):
a) Lure. Exam-writing is a competitive 
endeavour.  What you want is to subtly 
divert your classmates while remaining 
fully focused.  Under strict time con-
straints, students desperately need to fo-
cus on the questions before them. Imagine 
the trauma of parsing through a diffi cult 
exam while sitting behind a student wear-
ing a sparkly swarovski crystal embel-
lished tee.  Exactly.
b) Shot of Self-Esteem.  Reminds wearer 
that he/she is not just a CAN digesting 
machine but rather a truly unique indi-
vidual with charisma to spare.  

8. Internet Connection:
a) Alternative to Crack.  in order to cope 
with the demands of law school, students 
need a distraction, preferably one that can 
be accessed many times a day.  Facebook 
works great for this, as does YouTube, 
Myspace and any favourite blogs.  In fact, 
you’ll probably discover many more fa-
vourite blogs from glancing over to your 
neighbour’s laptop during Crim class.
b) Keeping strong friendships.  During 
exam season, you will be forced to tell 
your “real” friends that you cannot at-
tend their festivities and events in favour 
of crawling into a dark hole to study.  
However, dark holes generally have wi-fi  
these days! Social networking increases 
exponentially as time outside the library 
decreases. 

Tips & Info for First Years
9. Sharp Elbow:

a) Maple Glazed Donut retriever. Vital in 
obtaining the choicest selection during 
Donuts with the Dean Day.  
b) Warm Pizza Retriever (see #4). 

10. Alarm clock:
a) Appointment Maker.  After joining 
LSLAP, you will probably need to see 
Brian or Joni.  So will everyone else.  
Arise early, pen your name fi rst on the list 
and avoid the three day wait for your turn.
b) Attending Class. God-forbid you 
voluntarily enrolled in 8:30am or 9:00am 
classes, or you enjoy attending Sunday to 
Thursday late-night social events.

11. Coffee Mug:
a) Liquid Holder. A key companion to 
your new staple coffee diet.
b) Going-green. With global-warming and 
environmental degradation at the fore-
front of social activism and news publica-
tions, you can do your part by limiting the 
number of starbucks cups making their 
way to the land-fi ll. Oh, and you save 10 
cents =)

12. Highlighters and Colour Tabs:
a) Finding the Ratio. Accenting the 2% of 
your readings that actually matter, or...
b) Bookmark. For those students who 
highlight as they read, or seem to think 
everything is important.
c) Where-to-fl ip-to Indicator. Ensures 
you can promptly get to the information 
you need  when using those 80-page long 
“borrowed” CANs. 
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(1) Go to class and make your own 
CAN.  You will never really learn the 
course material by relying on someone 
else’s out-dated notes.  The process of 
making your own can is the key to learn-
ing the material for an exam.

 (2)  Learn  to  ro l l  wi th  the 
punches.  The practice of law involves 
some highs and lows, and a necessary 
skill to thrive in practice is learning to 
manage those extremes.  You can start 
developing that skill by working on 
not be “destroyed” by a disappointing 
mark.  Everyone gets marks they are 
disappointed with, and the key is to be 
able to learn from that experience and 
move on.

( 3 )  G e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 
community.  Law school will be a 
much more fulfi lling experience if you 
use part of your time to contribute to 
the community.  There are a variety of 
organizations you can work with to help 

Professor Nikos Harris’s Top Five List 
for Surviving Law School

provide legal services to others.  i would 
strongly recommend getting involved in 
LSLAP which is one of the most, if not the 
most, successful student legal aid program 
in Canada.

(4) Be supportive of your peers.  One 
of the things that makes UBC law great 
is the supportive environment which 
students have fostered over the years.  If 
a class-mate is having a tough time, be 
there to help out.

(5) Don’t believe all the horror 
stories.  Professional schools seem to spe-
cialize in disaster stories about work after 
school.  Law is a wonderful profession 
which has an almost unlimited number of 
areas in which to practice.  There are also a 
host of other work opportunities following 
law school other than practicing law.

Professor Harris teaches 1st Year 
Torts and The Regulatory State

Tips & Info for First Years
each case you’re assigned to read anyhow.  
Even if you don’t, it’s a good thing to know 
how to do.  So just do it, but don’t obsess 
over it.  Figure out a good ratio for the case, 
and have at it.  And if you’re in Professor 
Ramsay’s class, be sure to include as much 
Latin as possible.  He thinks it makes you 
look really smart.*

Oh yeah, and if you were considering 
“borrowing” your legal buddy’s version of 
this assignment from last year, you’ll look 
quite silly trying to hand in a brief of a 
Contracts case to your Property Prof. All the 
Legal Research and Writing assignments 
are in different classes than last year.  That’s 
right, much like Rowdy Roddy Piper, just 
when you thought you had the answers, the 
Faculty went and changed the questions.

Once you hand in your case brief you 
can look forward to the boat cruise on 
Friday.  It seemed like most people had a 
good time at this event last year, but the boat 
cruise does fall on ‘International Talk Like 
a Pirate Day’ this year, however, so some 
of us may or may not be planning to rent a 
ship, form a boarding party and make a few 
fi rst years’ walk the plank.

Some Regulatory State classes have a 
mid-term mini-exam, I think on the 23rd. I 
was in one of the classes that didn’t do that 
though, so I know nothing about it. But 
good luck if you’re not so lucky.

The return of your fi rst case brief may 
leave you crushed, shattered and devastated 
when you realize you didn’t get 5/5.  Your 
3.5/5 will haunt you for days on end, dig-

ging away at your self-esteem as you ask 
yourself over and over again: “What did I  
do wrong?  I  thought  I  did  a  good  job? 
WHY!!!!!!?!??!?!?!?!??!?!?!”  You’re going 
to have to go ahead and get over yourself.  
Everything is pretty much on a curve around 
here.  The default setting for everything is 
around 70%, not 100%, so if you get a 4/5, 
you’re doing very well indeed.

After doing one case brief and getting 
feedback on it, you’ll probably about spend 
half as much time on your second one, and 
do twice as good a job (but everyone else 
will too, so your grade will probably stay 
roughly the same).

October:
By early October you’ll start getting 

into a good day-to-day and week-to week 
rhythm.  You’ll know your way around the 
building, know who’s who around school a 
bit, know where you sit in all of your classes 
(unless you’re one of those annoying people 
that tries to steal what is obviously someone 
else’s seat), and generally feel like you’ve 
got a handle on things, as there’s a bit of a 
lull from assignments.

Then, just as you’ve gotten into that 
rhythm, you’re going to get all shooken 
up by the fi rst week of Law in Context.  
Welcome to the wonderful world of Profes-
sional Responsibility.  On the upside, your 
regular classes are cancelled for a week.  On 
the downside, you have two papers due right 
at the beginning of next week. A word to the 
wise: while writing your two papers about 
professional responsibility, it is probably 
wise to be fully honest and forthright about 

your word count.  They might not mention 
it explicitly during Law in Context I, but 
it’s generally considered unethical to lie in 
order to further your own interests.

On the day you hand in your Law in 
Context I papers, your Crim prof will hand 
out your Closed Memo assignment.  Or, 
if you’re desperately scrambling to fi nish 
your papers before the Fishbowl closes at 
4:00 PM, a more diligent/less procrasti-
nate-y friend will pick up a copy of it for 
you.  The closed memo will be the most 
legal-ish assignment you’ve done so far.  
There’s no need to panic though, as your 
professor has been nice enough to do your 
research for you all you’ll have to do is read 
four or fi ve cases and fi gure out what each 

from 1st Two Months page 1

By: Ted Murray, Law II
Ahhhhhhhhhhhhh, fi rst years.  You 

poor poor dears.  Of all the bewildering 
things you will face this year, perhaps 
none will be bewilderinger than having 
your reading come to a grinding halt as 
you run into a whole bunch of indecipher-
able italicized words in the middle of a 
case.  These words are probably in Latin, 
an ancient language lawyers use in an at-
tempt to make themselves sound smarter 
than they actually are.  In order to save 
you a trip to Black’s Law Dictionary (or 
Google) here’s a list of 15 Latin phrases 
you are likely to encounter. 
1) actus reus – guilty act (the physical 

component of a crime).
2) animus contrahendi – an intention to 

contract.
3) consensus ad idem – agreement as to 

the same things (the “meeting of the minds” 
that is necessary to form a contract).
4) de minimis non curat lex – the law 

does not concern itself with trifl es (small 
departures from the law may be overlooked 
if not signifi cant – often shortened as de 
minimis).
5) ex turpi causa non oritur action – from 

a dishonourable cause an action does not 
arise (the doctrine in civil law that an action 
may not be founded on illegality).
6) mens rea – guilty mind (the mental 

is about - much easier than having to fi nd 
them yourself.

You won’t actually even think about 
thinking about the Crim memo though, for 
the rest of October, since the Halloween 
party is on the following Friday. Shockingly 
enough, this party actually falls on Hal-
loween this year.  Come and see if you can 
guess which of your classmates put way too 
much effort into their costumes, and which 
of them put in not nearly enough.

* Professor Ramsay doesn’t actually 
like Latin at all. He hates it and thinks it 
makes you sound pretentious.

Ted’s Little List of Latin Legalities
component of a crime).
7) nemo dat quod non habet – one can-

not give what one cannot have (the only 
fun part of the really confusing part of 
Property).
8) obiter dicta – said by the way (a remark obiter dicta – said by the way (a remark obiter dicta

within a judge or court’s decision that is 
not a necessary part of a court’s decision 
and, therefore, is not binding, but may be 
persuasive).
9) opinio juris – an opinion of law or ne-

cessity (the belief that an action was carried 
out because it was a legal obligation).
10) quantum meruit – as much as he 

deserved (a way in which damages for 
breach of contract or unjust enrichment 
are calculated).
11) ratio decidendi – the reason for the 

decision (the rule that comes from the 
case).
12) res ipsa loquitur – the thing speaks for res ipsa loquitur – the thing speaks for res ipsa loquitur

itself → used in tort when, as a matter of 
law, something is held to be self-evident.
13) stare decisis – to stand by things 

decided (the principle in the common law 
that makes precedents binding on later 
cases).
14) sui generis – of its own kind (ab-

original title is often referred to in this 
manner).
15) ultra vires – beyond the powers (the 

opposite of intra vires).
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By: Jarrett Plonka
There are plenty of things I remember 

about my fi rst day of law school, from what 
I wore to the gong show the sign-in, to 
meeting my small group.  But when anyone 
ever asked me what my fi rst day was like, 
I invariably recited the same story of the 
jovial white man with the clever grin; my 
preconception of a law prof, who proudly 
announced to a class of legal neophytes that 
lawyers were only unnecessary in a world 
in which the Sheep Protection Act’s use of 
the word “sheep” did not also happen to 
include “ducks”.

Enter Joost Blom.
My fi rst year had its share of profs I 

liked and disliked, but Blom made it a joy 
to get up for a 9 am Contracts class.  Every 
class covers substantially the same cases, 
but Blom’s little commentaries made sure 
each of those cases meant something unique 
to us.  I’m not sure anyone who was there 
that day will forget the day Blom, when 
discussing Heilbut Symons & Co. v. Buck-
leton, started reading out an excerpt from 
the case in a deep theatrical voice as he 
noted that part of the case read like a Harold 
Pinter play.  Or the day he started off a case 

summary with the dignifi ed declaration that 
“This case, like most classic English cases, 
involves a horse.”

Blom’s one-liners had an inherent 
pedagogical value.  I don’t know how to 
explain this more simply than to recall the 
day we were discussing Jarvis v. Swans 
Tours, the famous English case in which 
the plaintiff successfully appealed for 
exemplary damages for having had a ter-
rible Swiss vacation. Some of the class 
seemed to be having trouble understand-
ing what kind of legal principle said Mr. 
Jarvis was entitled to anything more than 
a full refund.  Blom, sensing the students’ 
distress, instantly brought the whole issue 
into focus: “It’s very simple.  This was a 
contract for fun.  And he got NEGATIVE 
fun!”  The man could teach contract law to 
a doorknob.

Blom also offers a cynical take which 
helps you once you become troubled with 
the legal concept stare decisis (the deci-
sion stands) after being confronted with 
bad court decisions.  More than once, we 
asked questions in a futile effort to under-
stand the logic behind the court’s reason-
ing.  Each time, Blom was there to assure 

Why We Love Professor Blom
us we weren’t necessarily the dumb ones, 
with responses such as “it doesn’t make 
any sense”, or “logically, the court is dead 
wrong”.  I doubt that any fi rst year will 
have another prof willing to point out  in 
a confusing decision that “the court is just 
making all this up”. Once, after explain-
ing my rationale for why I felt a case was 
decided wrongly, Uncle Joost smiled and 
responded, “That is impeccably logical, 
and that’s admirable, but logic doesn’t work 
here, so forget logic.”

Okay then!
One of the most underrated assets 

Uncle Joost can offer you is that few (if 
any) profs give as much helpful, unsolicited 
feedback as he does.  An assignment or 
exam with Blom always comes with a full 
sheet of feedback detailing everything you 
did right and wrong.  If happy or unhappy 
with your marks – more likely the latter 
– Blom’s printed explanations will go a long 
way to helping you understand and accept 
what you did wrong.  Besides, he’s usually 
in his offi ce with an open door, more than 
willing to sit and discuss these things with 
students.  For some reason, getting a mark 
that kicks you in the pants always feels a 

Tips & Info for First Years

little bit better when your prof shrugs and 
tells you he can “only slice the baloney 
so thin”, in much the same way you grin 
and bear this law curve when Uncle Joost 
smiles, shrugs, and declares, “look, it’s all 
arbitrary…”, before adding, with a mischie-
vous grin, “… just like your marks!”

Finally, there’s the judicial history.  
Blom seems to relish case law not just 
for its legal implications, but also for the 
characters behind them.  For instance, I’m 
sure ours was the only contracts section 
to learn as a postscript that Ms. Carlill, of 
Carbolic Smoke Ball fame, happened to die 
decades later from, of all things, a bad fl u.  
There’s only so many ways a 9 am class 
can be made enjoyable, but learning that 
Mr. Justice Salmon eventually became, no 
joke, Lord Justice Salmon of Sandwich, 
that’s defi nitely one of them.  As are random 
elaborations on Denning and how “not ev-
erything Denning says is strictly consistent 
with orthodoxy”.

Those of you who have him for torts 
this year: I envy you.
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2008-2009 Brings New Public Interest Focus 
to UBC Law

Susan Henry

By: Professor Margot Young
Susan Henry, a community worker/

advocate at First United Church Mission 
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, will 
be the inaugural Social Justice Commu-
nity Scholar Visitor at our faculty.  This 
programme, generously funded by the 
Law Foundation of British Columbia, will 
enable the Faculty of Law to have a Social 

First Social Justice 
Community Scholar Visitor 

at UBC Law
Justice Community Scholar in residence 
each semester this upcoming academic year.  
Susan’s term of residency is for the upcom-
ing fall semester, beginning in the third 
week of September. Susan has 11 years 
of experience as an advocate in the DES 
and plays a leadership role on a number of 
social justice related boards and commit-
tees in the city. She brings an abundance 
of practical experience and knowledge of 
poverty law and advocacy to our academic 
community.

 Susan plans to work on research 
projects connected to debt issues for low 
income individuals and on legal literacy 
issues.  She will, as well, be available to 
guest lecture in classes, advise on relevant 
research projects, and establish collabora-
tive links for students with her own advo-
cacy organization and other DES agencies.  
Pop in and welcome Susan when she arrives 
on campus.  Susan is eager to meet and 
work with students interested in issues of 
social and economic justice for low income 
individuals.  She will be located in Curtis 
228.  Any questions you might have about 
the programme in general can be addressed 
to Professor Margot Young.

By: Jacqueline Kotyk, Dia Mont-
gomery, Jodie Gauthier and Rebecca 
Aleem, Law II, and Rachael Manion, 
Law III

This fall marks the beginning of new 
social justice activities at UBC Law, and 
we are excited to highlight some of the op-
portunities available to interested students, 
new and old.

Public Interest Law 
Society (PILS)

The “Public Interest Law Society” 
(PILS) is an umbrella group that brings 

t o g e t h e r  a 
n u m b e r  o f 
social justice 
groups at the 
Faculty.  It is 
a forum for 
unprecedent-
ed collabora-

tion amongst public interest clubs at UBC 
Law and seeks to create a stronger public 
interest presence in the Faculty.  

One of goals of PILS is to look at social 
justice issues holistically and understand 
the various impacts of a single phenom-
enon.  This year each member group of 
PILS will explore the impacts of the 2010 
Winter Olympics within the context of their 
own mandates. For example, the Women’s 
Caucus will look at how they will impact 
gender and the Environmental Law Group 
will look at environmental impacts. Once 
the impacts are identified, PILS hopes 
to direct student energy to raising public 
awareness and advocate for communities 
adversely affected by the Olympics while 
the global spotlight is on Vancouver in the 
lead up to 2010.

We welcome input and participation 
from everyone passionate about public 
interest and social justice law. If you would 
like to get involved, please contact the Pub-
lic Interest Law Society at pilsubc@gmail.pilsubc@gmail.
com.

Pro Bono Students 
Canada (PBSC)

PBSC is a national grassroots move-
ment that started at the University of To-
ronto in 1996 and is now in place at every 

law school across 
the country. PBSC 
UBC matches law 
student volunteers 
with diverse com-
munity  groups, 
public interest or-
ganizations, legal 

clinics, lawyers doing pro bono work and 
government agencies. 

With the guidance of lawyer supervi-
sors, students work on a variety of projects 
including  researching pending legislation, 
legal issues and current policy questions; 
drafting policies for organizations and 
manuals for their clients; conducting public 
legal education, seminars and workshops; 

and helping organizations provide legal 
information and assistance to their clients. 

Students commit to volunteer during 
the school year, excluding December (when 
students write exams), and the February 
reading week. 

 Some of the group we will be working 
with this year include:

• PIVOT Legal Society
• Vancouver and Lower Mainland 

Multicultural Family Services
• 411 Seniors Centre
• British Columbia Law Institute
• Red Cross
Check out our website www.ubcpbsc.www.ubcpbsc.

com, our Facebook page under Pro Bono 
Students Canada UBC Chapter or come and 
talk to us at our booth on Clubs Day.  You 
can also contact the PBSC UBC student 
coordinators Alison McEwen and Rebecca 
Aleem directly at ubc@probonostudents.ubc@probonostudents.
ca.

Check out the Bulletin Board on 
page 12 of this issue for upcoming PBSC 
events.

Environmental 
Law Group (ELG)

The Environmental Law Group is com-
mitted to helping students build their capac-

ity as envi-
ronmental 
advocates 
t h r o u g h 
exploring 

the intersection between environmental 
degradation and the disproportionate impact 
this has on marginalized communities. 

The ELG organizes activities such 
as the annual inter-school Environmental 
Negotiation Competition; the Environ-
mental Career Panel; hikes; speakers; and 
participation at the International Public 
Interest Environmental Law Conference 
in Oregon.

 This year ELG will launch the Centre 
for Environmental Law initiative to work 
with community groups and advocate 
around contentious environmental issues. In 
addition, the ELG will continue to promote 
the new environmental law clinic course, 
the specialization in Environmental and 
Natural Resources Law at UBC and lobby 
for an environmental law clinic at UBC. 

Law Students for 
Choice and 
Reproductive 
Justice (LSFC)

LSFC UBC is committed to ensuring 
access to raising awareness about reproduc-
tive healthcare including access to abortion 

and sexuality educa-
tion for women and 
men that is free from 
coercion, discrimina-
tion and violence. 

To fulfill this 
mandate, LSFC will 
be contributing to a 
consent workshop, 
organizing the second 
annual I Heart Henry 

80s Prom in honour of Dr. Henry Morgen-
taler and his commitment to reproductive 
justice in Canada. LSFC will also be hand-
ing out Valentine’s Day Condom-grams so 
law students have an opportunity to com-
municate their love in a fun and safe way. 

Social Justice 
Action Network
(SJAN)

The Social Justice Action Network 
(SJAN) focuses on issues of social justice 
and the impact of law on equality. We seek 
to critique our role as law students by fur-
thering social justice initiatives, promoting 
awareness of social justice issues at UBC 
and the community at large, and supporting 
community organizations involved in social 
justice work. 

This year we will organize visits to 
service providers located in the Downtown 
Eastside to discuss the legal issues expe-
rienced in the community. We will also 
organize a visit to the Matsqui Medium 
Security Prison to lean about experiences 
of living in prison. In addition, we will be 
hosting a panel discussion on the legality of 
safe-injection sites and linking law students 
to workshops on topics such as facilitation 
and consensus based decision-making.

Students who are interested in getting 
involved or staying up-to-date on upcom-
ing events can contact the group at sjan.sjan.
ubclaw@gmail.comubclaw@gmail.com. Have a great year!

The Women’s 
Caucus 

Women privileged enough to attain a 
legal education are well placed to contribute 

to positive social 
change not only 
in their careers 
but also while in 
school. The UBC 
L a w  Wo m e n ’s 

Caucus provides a great forum for achiev-
ing this change.

 Like many other social justice clubs, 
the Women’s Caucus will explore issues 
related to the 2010 Olympics Games.  
Specifi cally, we will address some of the 
factors that directly impact gender.  As we 
are only two years away from a monumental 
worldwide event, we are excited to focus 
on women’s role within the Olympics and 
spark a discussion on its positive and nega-
tive aspects.

We will also take a more active role 
in helping women students as they make 
educational and professional decisions. The 
Women’s Caucus offers practical support 
amongst students, organizes opportunities 
for women in law to meet casually and com-
fortably, and speak frankly and helpfully 
about the position women occupy in the law 
school and the legal profession.

The Women’s Caucus invites new 
women law students to our growing and 
diverse group. We want to make sure this 
year’s Caucus is fun, dynamic, diverse 
and inclusive.  Through presentations, 
lunchtime events, dinners and dances, we 
welcome you to join us.

You can fi nd more information about 
these groups on the LSS website at: www.
ubclss.org

“Never doubt that a small “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, commit-group of thoughtful, commit-

ted citizens can change the ted citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the only world; indeed, it’s the only 

thing that ever has.” 
- Margaret Mead

Other social justice groups in the 
faculty include:
- Centre for Feminist Legal Studies 
- Law Students of Colour United
- Human Traffi cking Group
- Canadian Centre for International 
   Justice (CCIJ)
- International Law Society
- Outlaws
- First Nations Law Students’ 
  Association (FNLSA)
- Law Students’ Legal Advice Program 
  (LSLAP)
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2

2008/2009 Academic 
Year begins. 

Law I: Orientation 
begins. 

Law II/III: Classes 
begin. 

First-year BBQ
2:00-3:00pm

 Meet your legal buddy!

PBSC Pub Night 
Fundraiser

Starts at 7:00pm
Chivana’s Resto & 

Lounge on 4th Avenue.

3

Last day for payment 
of first installment of 

fees for registration and 
course changes.

PBSC Public Interest 
Lunch

12:00-2:00pm
Room 101/102/201

Guest Speaker: Mr. Den-
nis Edney (Counsel for 

Omar Khadr)

First-year Small Group 
Dinners (optional)

7:00pm

4

Annual Salmon BBQ 
3:30-5:30pm

Sponsored by BLG 
and LSS

Rugby Party
Starts at 9:00pm
Location: TBA

5

PBSC Community 
Service Rotation

12:00-1:00pm
UBC Faculty of Law

Starts at 7:00pm

Deadline for second 
year students apply-
ing to Calgary and 

Toronto fi rms partici-
pating in on-campus 
interviews (OCIs)

4:00pm
Career Services 

Offi ce

6

7 8

Stikeman’s Scavenger Hunt & 
Baja BBQ

12:00-2:00pm

How to Wine & Cheese Seminar
12:30-1:30pm 

Room 101

9

Resume & Cover Letter 
Workshop

12:30-1:30pm
Room 177

Application deadline 
for second year summer 
positions with non-OCI 

Toronto fi rms.

10 11

Green College Coach 
House: Law & Society 

Lecture
“Author Metts Critic”

5:30-6:45pm

Vancouver Large Firms 
Wine & Cheese Recep-

tion
6:00-8:00pm

Fairmont Waterfront 
Hotel

12

Deadline for submis-
sion of the Directed 
Research Forms and 
Permission to Audit a 

Course Forms. 

13

14

Homecoming 
Rugby Game

UBC Law Illegal 
Beavers vs. UBC 

Law Rugby 
Alumni
1:00pm

Post-game food 
& drinks
4:00pm

Mohoney’s

15

First-year elections begin and go 
until Sept 19th

Last day for General University 
Bursary applications to be sub-
mitted to Student Financial As-

sistance and Awards, for students 
receiving 2008/2009 student 

loans. 

Application deadline for second 
year summer positions at 

Vancouver fi rms

16

Last day for change 
of registration and for 
withdrawal from most 

Term 1 courses without 
withdrawal standing 
of “W” recorded on 
a student’s academic 

record.

17

OCIs with New York 
Firms

8:30am-5:30pm

Sign-up sheets for To-
ronto and Calgary OCIs 

posted
8:00am

Career Services Offi ce

18

OCI Tips Workshop
12:30-1:30pm

Room 177

19

Bzzr Up
3:30pm

Sponsored by Harris

Last date for change 
in registration and 

for withdrawal 
from most two-term 

courses without 
withdrawal standing 
of “W” recorded on 
student’s academic 

record.

20

21 22 23

Out-of-Province Wine 
& Cheese Reception for 

Calgary and Toronto 
fi rms

6:00-8:00pm
Sutton Place Hotel

24

Toronto and Calgary 
OCIs

7:30am-4:30pm
SUB Ballroom

Lounge on 4th Avenue

25 26

Evening Boat Cruise 

Sponsored by

McCarthy

27

28 29 30

Bulletin Board


